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“Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitled "The
Administration of Sierra Leone (National Provisional Ruling Council)
Proclamation, 1992*, the National Provisional Ruling Council makes and
 issues the following Decree:— | e
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PART I — PRELIMINARY

1.

In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires —- Interpretation

"Commission" means the Interim National Electora:
Commission:

"Constitution" means the Constitution of Sierra Leone, ActNo. 6
199]:

of 1991,
"district" means —

(a) the area of authority of a district council in a
province; or

(b) of a rural district council or group of rural
district councils in the Western Area;

"executive member", in relation to a political party,
means the national chairman, the leader, the general
Secretary or equivalent designation, the national
treasurer or any other member of the executive

committee or other executive body or organ of that
political party:

"founding member", in relation to a political party,
means any person who has contributed or f ormally
offered to contribute either in cash or in kind to the

initial assets of that political party in respect of its
first year of existence:

non-citizen" means any person who is not a citizen of
Sierra Leone;

"political party" means any association registered or

required to be registered as a political party under
section 4;
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RESTORATION OF POLITICAL ACT}y;

[Y 4
sl REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PART/Eg  AND
cahibition which was imposed on Politica) ae:. .
1y The prohibition _ O el
Rﬁmt;:::f L 2 (nlph 0) (b) of pamsmphzm the Pr()(.lalndllonlshcl‘cb}‘ llif}ll"t(’ly
right to poriti* ubparag j

cal activity. o subjecmlheConstit'u'ﬁon, ;:Tgl:ncal pa_rucmnaybee&ab“‘qhed
:rc:mm participate in shaping t..he pol:trcgl will of the pe.op]e, 1 disseminate
information on political ideas, social and economic PrOgraneq b

national character, and to sponsor cgndldates for p“’sidentim
parliamentary and local government elections, ,

_ association, by whatever name called, shajj fy.
Political Rae (l) No mml‘at.‘on' . ’ unCll()nas
Sbbs ,&: political party unless itis registered for the purpose by the Commissiog
. under this Decree.

(2) No political party shall organise or hold any public meeling
unless it has been issued with a final certificate of registration by fh,
‘Commission under this Decree,

o b (D) Ap applic:ation' o register a political party shall be made to
the Commission during the period of three days to be fixed by the

Aosoain COWMIBBion by notfication i e
Application ot Dy notilication in the Gazette, and the a lication shall be
mﬁm secompanied with the following; — i

(@) two copies of the constitution and rules, if any, of the

~ Political party duly signed by the interim national
Gy Chainnan or leader and by the interim national or
_ Beneml secretary of the political party, stating —

SR
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(i)  brielly but clearly, the sims, objectives, purposes
and programmes of the party, which shall not
be inconsistent with the Constitution; and

T

Acit No 6
of 1951
(i)  the internal organisation of the party which

shall reflect the democratic principles

Act No 6 : AR s g TP
of 1991 enunciated in the Constitution;

(&) the business address of the party in Freetown and the
names of persons who are authorised to accept and

issue process on behalf of the political party;

(¢) the address of the registered office in each of the
provincial headquarters-towns and in the Western
Area, which is owned or leased for at least five years

by the political party;

(d) an abbreviation of the name of the political party, if
any, which may be used on ballot papers and a full
description of the symbol, colour or motto of the

political party;

(¢) such other particulars of the matters stated in
paragraphs (a) o (d) as may be prescribed;

(/) & non-refundable registration fee of Le500,000.00.

(2) The Commission shall, immediately upon receipt of the
application, issue the political party with a provisional certificate of
registration and shall cause a notice of the applicauon to be published in

the Gazette not later than seven days after receiving it,

(3) The Gazette notice referred to in subsection (2) shall invite

objections from any person concerning the constitution, names, aims,
objectives, rules, if any, symbol, colour or motto of the political pany.

~ (4) The Commission may in addition to inviting objectxons o
the application under subsection (3) cause independent enquiries | to be
made 50 as to ascertain the truth or correctness of the part

:._mbmlmd With the upplimion for registration.
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Prohibition of
certain names,
symbols, etc.

Qualification

of executive g leader of the party or a member of its executive body, whether national

and founding
members of
political

parties.

(5) On expiration of thirty days af ter th&\a date of the .pub]icﬁltion
of the Gazette notice, referred to in subsection (2}, the Commiss;qy, shay]
if satisfied that all the provisions of this Decree with respect to mgis“’dtio,;

have been complied with, register the political party.

(6) Where within the thirty-day Peﬂo‘? referred to in Subsectiq,
(5), any objection has been brought to the notl_ce 9!’ the Commission, it
shall not register the political party until the objection has been disposeq

of to the satisfaction of the Commission.

(7) If the Commission upholds the objectipn orif enquiries made
under subsection (4) disclose that any of the pamcplgrs submitted wijy,
the application for registration is false, the C'OanlSSIOIl. shall refuse 1o
register the political party and cancel the provisional certificate issyeq to

that political party under subsection (2).
(8) The Commission shall, upon registering a politica] party,

issue to that party a final certificate of registration which shall be evidence
that the provisions of this Decree with respect to registration have been

complied with.

5. No political party shall submit to the Commission for the
purposes of registration under section 4 any symbol which, in the opinion
of the Commission, is obscene, or a name, symbol, colour, or motto which
is the same as the name, symbol, colour, or motto —

(a) of any other existing political party; or
(b) of the Republic: or

which so closely resembles the name, symbol, colour or motto of any
other existing political party or of the Republic as to be likely to deceive
the members of the public.

6. (1) A political party shall not have as a founding member or as

or otherwise, a person who —

ActNo 6 (a) isnotqualified 1o be elected as a member of Parliament
of 191. under the Constitution; or -
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(b)

is not qualified to hold public offjce,

7 A person w e Sk e
§lie: mber of any commission Public offic-
csmbhs.hcd by the C(?"S lérrn of the Armed Forces of the ers not to be
Republic, or a public offj _ /employee of a corporate body founding

: bers of or
ut of funds appropriated by ﬁ?féebriamm

in political
parties.
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ho is a chief or

(@) be EIigjbl'é 0 be a founding mémber of a political
party or

(b) bé eligible to hold office i a political party; or

(,6’)' Speak in public or publish anything on matters of

political party controversy; or

(d) engage in canyassing in support of a political party or
a candidate standing for public election;
unless he has ceased to be a chief, such mem

least three months before becoming a founding member or holding the
office in the political party or engaging in any of the activities to which
paragraphs (c) and (d) refer.

ber, officer or employee, at

8. No association, by whatever name called, shall be registered Powers of
r be allowed to function as a political party if the Commission is satisfied Commission

— generally to
nat refuse regis-

(@) membership or leadership of the party — tration.

(i) is restricted to members of any particular tribal
or ethnic group or religious faith: or

(if) includes a non-citizen or a person prohibited
from membership or leadership of a political
party under this Decree;
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Appeal
aguinst refusal
of registra-
tion.

Regulations,

p) the name, symbol, colour or motto of e party g
(p) 2 n

sclusive of P""“c“h” %.‘lg!lifl(.'ilncc of “mﬁ“f;frir;» rl
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Lembers of any particular tribal or ethnjc Brouy

religious faith; or

x

the party 15 ft.yrmcd for the sole purpose of securi N8 or
advancing ihe interests and wplfarc of a pilrii(_:_itdr
tribal or ethnic group, Community, geographic,| are,
or religious faith, or

(c)

the party does not have a registered office jn €ach of

d)
( the provincial headquarters-towns and the wcgtmn

Area; or

the association concerned has contravened an
provision of this Decree regarding its establishmen; or
application for registration as a political party,

(¢)

9. (1) Anyassociation aggrieved by a decision of the Commissiqp
refusing its application for registration may appeal' to the -Su'preme Court
made up of three justices whose decision shall be given within thirty days

of the filing of the appeal.

(2) Any association may, instead of appealing directly to the
Supreme Courtunder subsection (1), apply tothe Commission toreconside
its decision not to register the association as a political party.

(3) If the Commission refuses the application made to jt under
subsection (2) or fails to register the association as a political party within
seven days of that application, the association may then appeal to the
Supreme Court and the provisions of subsection (1) shall apply, mutatis
miutandls, in relation to that appeal,

Part I1l — MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

10. (1) The National Provisional Ruling Council may, on the
recommendation of the Commission, make regulations for any matter
which is required to be prescribed under this Decree or s necessary or
expedient to give effect to this Decree.
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(2) Regulations made under subsection (1) may prescribe, for
the contravention of any provision of the regulations, a fine not exceeding
one million leones or a term of imprisonment not exceeding one year or
e agd may also prescribe in the case of continuing offence a fine not
exceeding Le10,000.00 for each day on which the offence continues and
in addition require the forfej ture of any item employed in the commission
of the offence.
11. Section 34 of the Constitution is suspended. Suspension of
section 34 of
Constitution.

re:,:;[ed. Subparagraph (2) (b) of paragraph 2 of the Proclamation is Repeal.

MADE and Issuep this 79z day of June, 1995.

CAPTAIN VALENTINE E. M. STRASSER
. Chairman,
National Provisional Ruling Council

PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING DEPARTMENT, SIERRA LEONE.
BY AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL ProVvisioNAL RULING COUNCIL.
Gazerte ExtraorpiNaRY No. 26 of 20TH JUNE, 1995.




