Sierra Leone

The Medical Practitioners and Dental Surgeons  Shorite.
Decree, 1994

Being a Decree to establish the Medical and Dental Council, to
prowde for the registration of medical practitioners and dental
surgeons and for other related matters.

[5th May, 1994 ] Date of Com

'PURSUANT to paragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitled “The
M!nmnstmnon of Sierra Leone (National Provisional Ruling Council)
_f_,_"f?"‘z'lamauon 1992”. the National Provisional Ruling Council makes and
Issnes the followmg Decree—




dental surgeon b
::pervision prior 10 registration on

register; .
“medical practitioner’ meansany person whopy
(0 practise medicine or surgery and is regig
under this Decree;
uSecretary of State” means the Secretary of §
the time being responsible for Health;

wunder-doctored area” means an area in which
ratio of patients to a doctor is more than twice
national average as determined by the Secre
of State on the advice of the Chief M

Officer.

PART Il - ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICAL AND DENTAL
COUNCIL |

 Establishiment 2. There shall be establishet! a body to be known as the Medic

 of Medical and A :
 Denial Couneyt. A0 Dental Council (hereafter referred to as “the Council”),

3. (1) The Council shall consist of—

(a) the Chief Medical Officer 0
representative: U

(b) three representatives of the Si
Medical and Dental Association,

- of whom shall be a dental sur
medical praciitioner:
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o (a)  his qualification and expcriem.e satinfy the
' requirements for registrtion as o medical
practitioner in Sierm Leone or any other

country of the Commonwenlth; or

() the opinion of the Council, his qualiti-
cation and experience are equivalent o
those reguired for registration under
parsgraph () of subsection (2) of this section,

(1) A medical pretitioner shall before being registered pay
4 fee 0 bo detenmined by the Council,
# (1) Any person who s adental surgeon and acitizen of Siceriy Dental
eone may apply i writing o the Council o be regisiered in the ::';?;‘e‘:':{:“ I

 permanen| rogister for dental surgeons,

(2) Subsections (2) and (3) of section 7 shall apply with such
maodifications as may be necessary (0 the registration of and payment of

foes by dental surgeons

9, Ihe Council may refuse 1o register i medical practitioner or t't;umil e
d, refuse 1o

dvml surgeon if he has been convicted of any offence involving frau gt
mmyomaml twrpltide, Lobi

(1) 'The Council shall renluer any medical pmumom.r or Council 1o

&wmm Wl s 0 -t of ScrraLeoie inseparate emporary ;«m o
mﬁmmmddeml surseom mpcctively it‘tm j




a9 | ! bet‘ore regxsterm;, a medica
e rne Councll sha ;

ror deli(ml surgeonina (emporary register anufthlhal he quajf
“‘:&:giqle Jin the appropﬂflle permanent register if he were a ci e o

Sicrra Leone.

:F:;

shall before registering any medic al prac

(3) TheC ‘ouncil
section require him 1o pay a fec 1o bc

fioner or dental surgeon under this
prescribed by the Council.

wistration under this section shall be renewed annually
rmined by the Council.

19

(4) Reg
on the payment of a fee (0 be dete

Council 1o re- 11. The Council may refuse 10 register a medical pr dc.lumm.r on ”
fuse 1o regisier jopa] surecon il he has been convicted of any offence involving fraud,
1
fRcn dishonesty or moral turpitude. i
;';3.,_

Non-citizens 12. Any medical practitioner or dental surgeon who is a non- o

on !’“f‘"'"“"‘ citizen and who, before the coming into force of this Decree, has been

g registered in the permanent register shall remain eligible for registration
in the permanent register.

C"""‘”,'“ 13. (1) ‘The Council may, on application by a person who o

regisier house- :

ia cithera citizen or non-citizen and who has completed a course of training
in medicine or dentistry either in Sierra Leone or elsewhere, and is
um{crgomg arotating internship, register such person in the provisional -
register for medical and dental housemen.

9 >
s (2) Ihc Council shall before 1 registering a houseman under
IS section require him to pay a fee to be prescribed by the Council.

approved b (l; h) éhou”e'“‘m shall, on completion of a rotating internship
hy lhe C()ui 'e ouncil, be assessed by an assessment panel appomted
kg cil in respect of the performance of his medical or dent




(b)

he may remove the particulars relating (o such registered person from the
relevant register: but the Council may direct the Registrar to restore (o the

appropriate register any particulars removed.

PART IV— DISCIPLINE OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS AND
DENTAL SURGEONS

24. (1) There shall be a Disciplinary Committee of the Council Establishment
r referred to as the “Committee™) which shall consist ’ol— -

(hereafte
(a)

(b)

appointed by the Council.

.(2) The Counc
in paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section as
committee.

il shall appoint one of the persons reterred L0

coqcctand
the letter v

msllng. alad AR L T Ry

upon the expiration of six months sends a
second letter and receives no reply within
three months from the date of posting.

- of Disciplinary
Committee.

three members of the Council;

onc medical practitioner and one dental
surgeon, all of whom shall not have had less
than ten years experience in their respective
professions;

Chairman of the




ons =t'lhe (’nmm:llu: may be hy Lon_st. su
0 CONSCNSUS decisions shall be taken by a simple m;

ol ' the memh;rs present and voting: and in the ev nt ol v..quah.ly 0
lht. C‘hmnnnn or other person presiding shall have a casting v mc

shall inguire into any unnpl.um ag ains|

o 26 (1) The Commitiee “
unmnuu ( [ating to the person’s prolcssmn.. |

Cinguire nto— g person registered under this Decree re
cumplninu. conduct.

(2) Where after the inguiry the Committee finds that the
person-—
(a)  has been guilty of professional misconduct;
or

(h)  has been fraudulently registered:

it may recommend to the Council to apply any ol the following
disciplinary measures against the person—

(1) arcprimand:
(11) suspension from practice forsuch

period as the Council may thmk
fit; or '

(iif) - direct the Registrar to remoye th
person’s name from the rt,glslcr-"




(4) The person concerned may call and cross-examine wit-
M and adduce such evidence as he deems necessary in his defence,

28. (1) Where the Council gives adirection it shall cause a notice Amﬂfmm

of the direction o be served on the person w0 whom it relates. direction of
Council.

(2) The person to whom the direction relates may within
iwenty-cight days from the date on which the notice was served on him
appeal o the High Court against the direction,

(3) The appeal shall be made by a notice filed at the registry
of the High Court setting out the grounds of appeal,

_ (4) The Council may appear as respondent (o the appeal and
for the purpose of enabling directions as to the costs of the appeal to be
given the Council shall be deemed (o be the respondent.

]

- (5) The Council shall be deemed to be a party o the appeal
- whether it appears at the hearing of the appeal or not.

2 A direction given by the Council shall take e umﬂm.

( a) wherenoappeal has been broughtasainsuhe
direction within the ume adpulaled in sub-




persos |
liable on convlc!lml fo eding
B mm eones oF 10 & lerm of Impriap

year or 0 both the fine and imprisonment.

cal practitioner or dental surgeon
¢ shall not be registered again

31 Where the name of a medi
has been removed from the register his nam
except by direction of the Council.

PART V - ADMINISTRATION, FUNDS AND ACCOUNTS

tment 32. (1) There shall be a Registrar appointed by the Council.

(2) The Registrar shall be a person with considerable
knowledge and experience in administration and shall be appointed on
such terms and conditions as shall be contained in his letter ofappointment. '

33. (1) The Registrar shall—

(a) be responsible to the Council for the day-to
day administration of the council and shall
act as Secretary to the Council and lhe
Committee;

supervise the staff of the Council;

correctinaccordance withany directive given
by the Council, any entry in any regls(er
which has been incorrectly made; |

make from time o ume any neccssar)’



, . ( 2) I‘I‘le stalt oi the (‘ouncﬂ .slizlll h(. oi In.c
sovernment appointed by the Public Service Commi

cer so appoinied shall in relation 1 pension and gratuity hL e
lmumg in Government service,

35, (1) ‘The tunds of the Council shall inclyde—

(a)  grants made o the C ‘ouncil by the (m\ cm-
ment from the (‘unsoluhltul l'und:

(h)  monics collected by the Council in the
performance of its functions; and

(¢)  donations, gifts or erants.

(2) "The funds of the Council shall be applied to the accom-
plishment of the purposes of this Decree.

36. (1) The Council shall keep proper accounts and proper (mmul fo
thOrde inrelation to the accounts consistent with established accounting keep proper

m.mum\ :
principles. -

' (2) ‘The accounts of the Council shall be audited 'mnually hy
~ the Audiior-General or an mdcmndenl auditor appointed by the (‘mmul

i

h the Auditor-General's approv

i (3) The Council shall provide the auditor with all Necess l]’)’
d dpproprmlc tacilitics for the examination of 18 zu,counls aml u.mrds

PART VI - MIS(?ELITANEO
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- @) The commitlees shall consist of members of the Council ang
pon-members as the Council thinks fit.,

Private 38. Every registered medical practitioner or dental surgeon
sitoners  engaged in private practice shall conspicuously display on the premises

‘J’;.‘i.".‘i':’.’.‘i;i where he is practising the certificate issued (o him under section 20.

mises.

Validity of 39. Nocertificate Of other document required by law to be signed

documents. itioner or dental surgeon shall be valid unless itis signed

Frasures 10
register.

Offences and
penalties.

practitioner or dental surgeon commi
~convicti ; mmits an offenc i
conviction to a fine not exceeding two hundred a:da;gyshall ot

by amedical pract
by a registercd medical practitioner OF dental surgeon.

" 40. (1) Nocrasure shall be made by (he Régistrar inany register,
certified copy or extract of the register; butif any crror occurs, aline of red
ink should be drawn through any word improperly inserted SO as to have
the original word legible.

(2) Any word which has heen omitted shall either be
underlined or written in the margin with red ink and the Registrar shall

write his name in the margin Opposiic such correction.

41. (1) Any person who—

(a) wilfully pretends to be a medical practi-
tioner or dental surgeon; Or

(b) wilfullyand falsely takes or uses the name or
title of a medical practitioner or dental
Surgeon or any name, title or description
implying that he is registered by law as a
medical practitioner or dental surgeon,

commils : g :
an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not

exceeding five
excezg!ng five hundred thousand leones or to a term of imprisonment not
ing two years or 1o both such fine and imprisonment

(2) Any medical iti
: ; practiioner or dental surgeo not
being registered as such under this Decree and who pracusges :s : :lzzlical

10 aterm of impriso thousand leones
imprisonment. potexceeding one, year or to both SUEH &




SCHEDULE

Date ol
local
regis-
(ration

[ Addrews | Qi Date of | st
ficie |goali= | tution
fon | lici
(i)

Mane and Isseeo this 12th day ol April. 1994

CAPTAIN VALENTINE E M. STRASSE R
‘ Chairman,
Natio. 1l Provisional Ruling Council




