Sierra Leone

The Presidertial Elections Act, 1985 Short tHla,

Being an Act to make provision for the election of a President of the
Republic of Sierra Leone im pursuance of the provisions of the Con-
stitution of Sierra Leone, 1978 (Act No, 12 of 1978) and for other
matters conuccted therewith or incidental thereto i
[18th April, 1985] Date of
~ WHrREAS subscction (3) of section 21 of the Constitution pro- meat. =~
 vides that the President of the Republic of Sierra Leone shall be
elected to office in accordance with section 23 of the Constitution;




bed by or under an Act
Parliament to make laws

- confers power on ) |
regulating the election of the President and other mat
i 4l

AND WHEREAS it 18 expedient to make broviéiéﬁ'
suant to the Constitution regulating the holding of el¢

the election of a President:

Now THEREFORE BE IT EN
of Parliament in this present r

_GENERAL PROVISIONS

ACTED by the Prcsirdéf;té
arliament assembled, as follo

I
!
i PART I
Loke 1. In this Act unless the context otherwise rcqniresi-
: “‘Constitution”” means the Constitution of Sien'i
1978 (Act No. 12 of 1978);
’ means any pcrson whose name is on'éﬁ ) o

" “‘elector’
of Electors p_rc;;;:amd in accordance with the Frane
2] Registration Act, 1961 (Act NO

and Electoral Kcg

1961);

.......

(1% . i ’
Recognised Party’” has the same m 1
1-‘. | -.; dicla LALN T4 9 8 Canln a’ "'“.\’
the Constitution, i
| “Returning Officer’” means the Chief Justice.
. Presidential 2. Whenever the office of President becomes

Elections to clection shall be held to that office in accorda i
s ; : nce with
> ;-W“‘ of this Act subject to the provisions of section 23 of

%n“  tion.

. expiration of the perlod me
n (4 'bf'ngﬁon-2l"br"




nmm
s
appoint date
for gleciion,

Communi-
gation of
pesult of
glaction of
Leader of
Recognised
Paily,

time, within the first two mon

months of the term of the Presic

expiry of whose term of office the Vi
'wi_thi’n;‘ten'

() in the case of any other vacancy,
the vacancy has occurred. .
declaratio

10, The Returning Officer shall, upon the declaration
vacancy in the office of President under section 9 of this A
appoint the day or days o

son to {ill the vacancy

Order published in the Gazetie,
an election shall be held to elect a per
oflice of President,
lection of a Leader of th
Recopnised Party by the National Delegates Conference of tha
Party for the purposes of lis being the sole Candidate in a Presi
dential Flection under section 23 of the Constitution, the Chair
of the said National Delegates Conference shall notify the Returnin

¢ clection stating the full name, address

1

11, (1) Within three days after the e

Officer of the result of

and occupation of the person 0 clected.

=t oy The Returning Officer shall, within twenty-four hous
after receipt thereof, transmit the suid result to the Electoral Com:

mission,
' (3) The Electoral Commission shall, as soon as POSS]
upon receipt thereol from the Returning Officer, cause the said resu
and the full name, address and occupation of the erson‘_el
Leader of the Recognised Party to be published in the Gaze
in such other manner as it may consider appropriate.
Sl v e
o e : : ; . el
12, (1) The nomination of the Presidential (
cribed by the Presidential Candid

be in writing subsc |
clectors hall be in the form specified in




:ntial Candidate depos :
a writte ipt issued by or on behalf of the Accou
ﬁ?‘b he amount mentioned in subsection (1) of this
d from or on account of the Candidate in respect of that sum

sidential

ey
o
.

(4 The election fee prescribed by this section shall be p;id
on or before such date as may be fixed by the Electoral Commission
by notice published in the Gazette.

- ®14. Upon the expiration of the time prescribed under scection Publication
12 of this Act for the delivery by the Presidential Candidate to the of nomina-
Returning Officer of his nomination papers, the Returning Officer =™

ghall cause to be published in the Gazette and in such other manner

as he may think fit, the full name, address and occupation of the

Presidential Candidate who has been nominated and also the full

names, addresses and occupations of the persons by whom he was

nominated.
15. (1) The poll at every Presidential Election shall be by Mannerof
secret ballot. the poll, ete. .__‘f

| (2) Subject to the provisions of this Act and of the Consti- _
" tution, the voti_ng at every }:’i'(f.’iidu'_':i?l’ e;'f i,’.EC{".{ii;in shall be under the
. general supervision of the Electoral Commission. '

. 16, (1) Where a day or days have been appointed under Appoint-
| gection 10 of this Act for the holding of a Presidential Election, the ment of
storal Commission shall, by notice published in the Gazette, SOURting
int fit and proper persons to be known as “‘Counting Officers”’ g{ﬁctcrs by
one of whom is a Candidate for the election, who shall perform Cgc 0
functions imposed or conferred on Returning Officers by the ete.
zﬁ Provisions Act, 1962 (Act No. 14 of 1962). i




en receipt issued by or on behalf of the /
"amount mentioned in subsection (1) of th
vec from or on account of the Candidate in respect of

(4 Theclection fee prescribed by this section shall be paici
or before such date as may be fixed by the Electoral Commission

npotice published in the Gazelle.

that

on
by
=14. Upon the expiration of the time prescr

" 12 of this Act for the delivery by the Presidential Candidate 1o the
the Returning Officer

~ Returning Officer of his nomination papcrs,
- ghall cause 10 be published in the Gazelie and in such other manncr
" as he may think fit, the full name, address and occupation of tiie \
. Presidential Candidate who has been nominated and also the full
~ pames, addresses and occupations of the persons by whom he was

ibed under scction Pubiica;ti'oi-fl'
o_fnommn-'

~ nominated. o
15, (1) The poll at every presidential Election shall be by Mannerof i
secret ballot. the poll, ete

icions of this Act and of the Consti-

e (2) Subject to the provi
tution, the voting at every Presii
- general supervision of th¢ Electoral C
. 16, (1) Where 2 day or days have been appointed under Appolnt
action 10 of this Act for the holding of a presidential Election, the ment of.
wctoral Commission shall, by notice published in the Gazette, Counting
int fit and proper persons o be known as ‘‘Counting Officers™ Electoral
ne of whom is a Candidate for the election, who shall perform Comm
d on Returning Officers by the ete

functions imposed or conferre
oral Provisions Act, 1962 (Act No. 14 of 1962).

may also appoint fit and pre

, Counting Officer
unting Officer 08
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as possible after the votes have been counted, certify to the
ing Officer the result of the counting stating the number o;

votes cast in favour of the Presidential Candidate and the
valid votes cast against hi o

(2) As soon as possible after receipt of the result
counting of votes at a Presidential Election under subsection
this section the Returning Officer shall, either— _ :

(a) declare the Presidential Candidate to be ele

as President if the Presidential Candidate

rcceived a majority of the valid votes cast in
] . A

election
wd ol

Issuc of 19, The Returning Officer shall, after declaring the result o
g?:il::kj?; Presidential Election under section 18 of this Act— .
clio _ ) ) .
and publica- (a) where a President has been elected, issu
tion of successful candidate a certificate of election
Tesult. form specified in the Second Schedule to this
and 3 :

(b) in any case as soon as possible, cause th
of the election to be published in the Gaz
in such other manner as he may thi jﬁ&

the number of valid votes cas
Presidential Candida |
‘votes cast against th
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B (2) 'thre ﬂtc clecﬂnn nfn person as President is se asi
: by lhﬁ Returning Officer umk:r gection 24 of the (.onsmution
#ection 21 of this Act then—

(a) where the Presidential Candidate continues to be
qualified to stand for election to the office of
President under the provisions of sections 22 and
23 of the Cont tilu!iun and scctions 5 and 6 of this
Act, another Presidential Election at which the said
Presidentiol uuiut ite shall be the sole candidate
sholl be held on such day not later than twenty-one
diva nfter the diy on which the election was set
anide as the Returning Officer may appoint by
Order published in the Gazette, and

(b) where he 18 not 50 qualified, the members of the
Mations] Delepates Conference of the Recognised
Party shall elect another person to be the Leader
of the Parly and such person shall be the next
Presidentinl Candidate and the provisions of this
Act g'<:§;;§in;; {0 nomination and election shall
apply. : sl

Part 111~MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS .
(1) Any question which may arisc as to whether—

. on of the Constitution or this .
'@ i ’ﬁ;’f‘w Eggau?g t‘ht: clection of :




- (4) The person presenting the Wri :

section shall, at the time he presents it or within such ti
Returning Officer may order, give security for costs, charge
expenses which may be payable by him to any witness summ
on his behalf or to any respondent. |

[
o i

The security shall be of such amount not exceedin,
Le5,000.00 and shall be given in such manoer as the Return
Officer may order. -

(6) Where the person presenting the written objection
fails to comply with an order given under subsection (5) of this
section no proceedings shall be heard on the objection. :

icer shall, in determining a question

E A
USLY dS i‘)u&;;ule.

(7) The Returning ¢
under this section act as ¢

(8) Subject to n (7) of this section, the Returning
on coming before him under this:

Officer shall determine any qu c _ th
section in such manner as, having regard to all the circumstances

of the case, appears to him to be just, fair and proper and in the
public interest, and he may make suc order thereon as may appear

to him to be appropriate.

(9) No decision or order of the Returning Officer m
ander this section shall be questioned in any proceeding whatsoe

- (1) Subject to the other provisions of this s
ns of the Electoral Provisions Act, 1962 (Act N
ecified in subsection (4) of this section relatingto t!




’-?( "l The provisions of the
4 of 1962) applicd by su

sary for enabling the casting of votes by electors who
against a Presidential Candidate in a Presidentia

Electoral Provisions Act, 1962
bsection (1) of this section, ar¢

_-foﬂowmg—
' sections 2 and 7, subscctions (2), (3) and (4) of

(5) In their appli

section 10, section 11, subsection (1) of section 22,
n 22 other than subpara-

subsection (2) of sectio
graphs (e) and ( f) thereof, cection 23, subsections
24, sections 25, 26,27,

(1), (3) and (4) of section
28,29, 31 and 32, subsections (1) and (2) of section

33, sections 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40 and 42,
sections 45, 47 and 48, subsection (1) of section 49,
section 50, section 68, sections 70, 71 and 72, sub-
section (1) of section 73 other than paragraphs
(b) and (h) thereof, subsections (2) and (3) of
section 73, sections 74 to 83 and Forms D and E
in the First Schedule.
cation to a Presidential Flection the
<hall have effect with the amend-

~ following provisions of the said Act 1

~ menls specified in this ¢

'« subsection in relation to them—
(¢) in section 39, for the words “‘on an election peti-
tion” there <hall be substituted the words “‘on a
written objection to the Returning Officer under
section 24 of the Constitution and section 2] of the
Presidential Elections Act, 1985 (Act No. 1 of
1985)”, and
(B) subsection (2) of section 63 shall be deemed t
read as follows:— v
111 . . age
- “(2) No prosecunon‘shall be initiated for any
offence created by this Part of this Act unless the
 offence is commitied during the period between
 the day fixed under subsection (2) of section 12 o
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(4ddress)
.was thc Presidential Candidate at the Presicential Election hcld on -

: S e s Nt R RN s s Tt et st st ennrans da Of.n. P A PP AP S P ""““"1.9_'-‘.
~ AND WEERFAS the Ilcctcral Cemmission has in accordance with subs
(1) of Section 18 of (ke Fresidential Elections Act, 1985 (Act No. 1 of ]

__-certiﬁedto Hie ..

---------------------------------------------- seredearr Rt ITAaRRRELS

(Full name of Returning Oﬁicer)

Returmng Officer at that election, that...........................
(State number of votes in favour of Presidential Camﬁdate)

valid votes were cast in favour of the said.................
ANd.......ooieeo e valid votes were cast against him |
(bl‘m‘c votes against)
at the said eIecnon,
AND WHERFAS the said.. ...,

llll.ll.lliilllol.‘.i'

(Name of person clected)
therefore received a majority of thie valid votes cast in the said election;
AND WHEREAS I have accordingly in pursuance of paragraph («) of su _

scctlon (2) of Section 16 of the said Act, declared thesaid.............ieursrosininns,

B, o.ro...fo have been clccted Pres:"
~"Now mmronr, in e:cem%' of the powers conferrec’ on the Returning
@fﬁcer by paragraph (@) of section 19 of the Presxdentlal Electl._ '

. o has Been. duly 'e,,_' o
_-'Leone at thc sald Presxdenbal | n




e o7 Prestlash

'..'..'O'C"..'.I!l'.l0..4‘.'0'-.-.-1-.1...0..OODICCO -l."‘

(4ddress)
the Premdentxal Cardidate at the Presidential Election held-on
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AND WHERFAS the Electeral Commission has in accordance with su
1) of Section 18 of {le Fresicential Elections Act, 1985 (Act No 1 0__

,-.;ce_rﬂﬁedto el SRR R S
(Full name of Returning Officer) 2

'Returmng Officer at that election, that........ cwesieviih s s i ¥
| (State number of votes in favour of Presidential Candldate) -

valid votes were cast in favour of the said

n (S tate voies against)
at the said election;

therefore received a majority of 1“, valid votes cast in the said election;
AND WHEREAS I have accordingly in pursuance of paragraph (4) of

‘secnon (2) of Section 18 of the said Act, declared the said.......... ... ...

B, ......to have bccn clected-- '
Now ’IHERFFORE, in exercie of the powers conferrec on the
b_y_paragra ph (a) of section 19 of the Presxdentxal Elec

of 1985)Ihereby cemfy that the saxd......







