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The Vlectoral Provisions Decree, 1995 Hhort titde,

Helng # Decres (o make provision for the election of members
lﬂw and for other matlers connected therewith,

[ 14th December, 1995]  Dats of Com
Henoenen.

Pussuawy (0 paragraph 3 of the Proclamation entitled "The
Administration of Sierra | cone (National Provisional Ruling Council)
Proclamation, 1992°, the Nationsl Provisionsl Ruling Councll makes
il dssues the [ollowing Decrec.




"Register of Electors" means the Regis '
Decree No. 15 of referred toin section 27 of the Franchise and
1995. Registration Decree, 1995;

"Returning Officer" means any person appointed
section 13 to be the National Returning Officer
Regional Returning Officer o, as the case may
a District Returning Officer; :

&

. "Secretary of State" means the Secretary of State assigned
withresponsibility for matters relating to the interior;

"the Speaker" means the person for the time being holding

the office of Speaker of Parliament under section 79
of the Constitution;

“ward" means one of the areas into which Sierra Leone is

divided for the purposes of registration and includes

such Chiefdoms designated as wards by the Electoral
Commission.

PART II — MEMBERS oF PARLIAMENT

Composition. 2. Members of Parliament shall comprise —

(a) twelve Paramount Chief members; and

(b) such number of ordinary members as may be
prescribed by the National Provisional Ruling’
Council being not less than sixty. b
Time for par- 3.  The time for a general election under this Decree for the election
llamentary of members of Parliament shall be appointed by proclamation made by
the National Provisional Ruling Council after consultation with t
Electoral Commission. HE A

elections.




e day appointed for voting in the elections.

f 5

5, The candidates in any general election shall be nominated -

(a) inthe case of the ordinary members, by a list of
candidates in Form A prescribed in the First
Schedule, drawn up by a political party; and

(b) in the case of Paramount Chief members, by
writing subscribed by each candidate and the
persons nominating him and shall be in Form B
prescribed in the First Schedule.

6. (1) Alistof candidates for the election of the ordinary members Delivery of
of Parliament shall be delivered by the political party concerned to the nominationsto
Flectoral Commission under section 4 and shall be accompanied with a El:ui;’i;;;‘
non-refundable electoral deposit of three million leones, payable by the

political party.

(2) Any deposit received by the Electoral Commission shall be
paid into the Consolidated Fund.

(3) The number of candidates in any list drawn up by a political
party shall be equivalent (o the number of seats being contested in the
election and the names of the candidates shall be arranged in the order in
which they may be called upon to fill any seats allocated to their party

under section 11,
(4) Nocandidate shall be put up by more than one political party

and the name of a candidate shallnotappwinmorethanonelm
delivered (o the Electoral Commission. |

Snbjeawms,uwmeknowledgeofamm -
onmore than ne lisn conravention ofsubscction () B5¢




A list of candidaies deuvered by a political par
- manpaniedbyaamtutorydeclaraﬂonmadebythom: -
‘"’“ and secretary of that party, stating that — 3 e

(a) each candidate has accepted his nomlnatl |
writing;

(b) every candidate on the list is qualified to
elected as an ordinary member of Parliam
under section 75 of the Constitution; and

(¢c) nocandidate on the listis disqualified for elecﬁbn*
as a member of Parliament under section 76 0 h

the Constitution, - { 2
Publication of 8, (1) The Electoral Commission shall, not later than four days
list. after the date specified for the delivery of nominations under section 4,
publish, by Government Notice, any lists of candidates delivered to the
Commission as the provisional lists of candidates of the political parties

concerned.

(2) A notice under subsection (1) shall -

(a) set out in alphabétical order the names of all
political parties which have submitted lists 0
candidates, followed by their respective lists of
candidates arranged in the order speciﬁedin sul
section (3) of section 6;

invite objections from any elector to bglodg d
with the Commission within se_vén ays of th
date of the notice concemingthé qualificatio




declaration referred to in section 18 [ pubhsh, by GO NI
list of all the elected candidates and by writing, under the
Chairman of the Commission, notify the candidates concerned a

respective parties of their election to Parliament. iloey iy

PART III — PROCEDURES AND AP® ANGEMENTS FOR ELECTIONS

Appointment 13, (1) Forthe purpose of the conductof elections underqxis‘ D
of Returning (hs Chairman of the Electoral Commission shall be the National
. Officer

(2) The Electoral Commission shall appoint —

(a) four other Returning Officers to be known
Regional Returning Officers for each of the f
electoral regions into which Sierra Leone
divided;

(b) twelve District Returning Officers; and *

(c) asmany Assistant Returning Officers as may be .
required.

Conductof  14. (1) TheElectoral Commissiomshall be responsible for the
gencral of any elections under this Decree and shall make an'angements t’q e

mby casting of the ballot by voters,

Commission. : i :
(2) Forl.bepurposesofsubsecﬂon(l) theElecwnlC mmi
~ shall - |




in the same Government Notice reft
subsection (4) of section 9, specifying ~

(i) the day and hours fixed for voting;

(i) the full name, address and occupation of
ench candidate in the final listof candidates
as  determined by the Electoral
Commission under subsection (4) of
section 9 together with a description of the
symbol which the Electoral Commission
has accepted for each political party or
candidate in any other election being held
on the same day, as the case may be;

(¢)  the situation of the polling station or stations and
the persons entitled to vote thereat,

(d) appoint such person asitmay think fit, other than
a candidate for election, 1o be ~

(1) the Presiding Officer who shall be incharge
of the polling station ; and

(i) Polling Assistants under the direction of
the Presiding Officer;

(¢) provide each Presiding Officer with ballot boxes
for each polling station in the electoral region
and such number of ballot papers as in the
opinion of the Presiding Officer may be necessary;

o m::nmehmotpapm:




‘'olling
gents.

 case may be, i
candidales for any other electior
same day, and the symbol which
Commission has accepted for each of
or such other candidates; and -

(i) dosuchotheractsand thingsasmaybe e
for conducting the election in the manner prov
in this Decree.

(3) During an election conducted under this Decree,
arrangements under this section and other acts relating to the electoral
process generally shall be subject to verification and mtmulng ]
observers accredited by the Electoral Commission.

15. (1) Each political party contesting the election may appoint two
persons (hereinafter referred to as "polling agents™) to attend at each
polling station within the electoral region, for the purpose of detecting
personation and making representations to the Presiding Officer under
paragraph (c) of section 18 and under subsection (1) of section 23;and
generally for the purpose of drawing the attention of the Presiding Officer
to irregularities in the procedure at a pollipg station, -

(2) Notice in writing of the appoinunwt, stating the names and
addresses of the polling agents, together with the polling stations towhich |
they have been assigned, shall be given by each political party to the
District Returning Officer not later than three days before the day
appointed for the election and before four o'clock in the afternoon of that
day, and the District Returning Officer shall inform the Presidingm




i w <hall n
that station, except as provided in this Decree
, at the polling station or display anything which ind
entative of a particular political party, and such )

16. (1) Every
- can be put therein

ballot box shall be so constructed that the ballot papers  Precautions
by the voter but cannot be withdrawn by him. to ensure

Officer shall cause to be placed ateach polling

(2) ThePresiding
h shall be deposited the votes of the electors.

gtation pallot boxes in whic

(3) Immediately before the commencement of voting, the
presiding Officer ateach polling station shall show each ballotbox empty
(o observers (if any) and to such persons as may be lawfully present sO
hat they may see that the boxcs arc empty and shall in the presence of
such persons close and place distinctive seals upon each ballot box in
such a manner as to prevent the ballot box from being opened without
breaking the seal and shall keep it so closed and sealed until the voting

is completed and counting is about to commence.

Officer shall place the ballot boxes, which he
on (3), in the polling station in
Assistants, polling agents,
present in the

(4) The Presiding
has caused to be prepared under subsecti
full view of the Presiding Officer, Polling
observers (if any), and such other persons authorized to be
polling station throughout the yoting time prescribed.

m seven o'clock in the Hours of

17. (1) The hours of voting shall be fro :
ter time as the Electoral  Yott&:

_morning to six o'clock in the afternoon or such la
Commission may allow.

are the poll closed until

* (2) The Presiding Officer shall not decl
g station or waiting in

ll the msiswed electors present inside the pollin



papers;

(v) place a mark again nber of the
copy of the Register of Electors to denote
that a ballot paper or ballot papers have B
been delivered; 4

(¢) a Polling Assistant may, and, if required by a
polling agent, shall put to any persons applying
for a ballot paper or papers at the time of his
application, but not afterwards, the following

questions or any of them -

(i) "Are you the person whose name is on the
Register of Electors as (reading the entry
in the Register)™;

(i) "Have you already voted at the present
election at this or ny other polling

station?";

(d) nopersonwhoisrequiredby the Polling Assistant
(o answer these questions, or either of them, shall
be provided with a ballot paper or be allowed to
vote untl he has answered the question or
questions to the satisfaction of the Presiding

Officer;

i if;_t.thléctora_l' Coﬁunissio_ﬂ 50 directs
elector shall, immediatelybeforema

x|
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(i) in case of an elector who is ph
disabled, allow the elector to be
accompanied by another elector of his
own choice, who must guarantee the
faithful expression of the vote of the
disabled person and who shall be pledged
o absolute secrecy;

(ii) incasc of an elector who is unable to read
or write and cannot draw a cross, inform
the elector that he can vote by putting a
fingerprint mark in the square
corresponding to the party for which he
wishes o vote after dipping his finger in
the ink which shall be placed for this
purpose in the voting booth; :

notwithstanding subparagraph (i) of paragraph
(a), an elector who is likely to be unable to go in
person (o the polling station at which he is
entitled to vote by reason of being on official
duties in connection with the election or a civil
servant or employee of a public corporation or
commercial firm or mining company or mission
or member of the Sierra Leone Police Force or

the Armed Forces of the Republic of Sierra

[ eone who is transferred by his employer or.

supervisor to a place of employment in a

other than the one in which he is regis_

not later than fifteen days beforeme

for voting, make an application (o
fficer of his region for




m pmence of the ooundng agents, if any -

v Sl 8l

(a) open eachballotbox"'
(b)

(c) separate the ballot papers cast for political |
inrespect of the election to Parliament from
cast for the election of a Prcsndent, as the
may be;

(d) inaccordance with sections 29 and 30 connt,
votes separately for each election if more 4 h:
one is held on the same day; and

(e) ensure that the ballot papers for each po tic
party list and those for any other elecnon held
the day are kept separate. s

Voidballots.  29. (1) Atany counting of votes under section 28, any.ballot

(a)

vote; or

(b)  not bearing any official mark (if anjrp
has been prescribed by mﬁ
Commission),

(c) on Whi(:hanything lSWﬂttep

- the voter may be meimﬁ

ﬂggetptln )’305*3 I {5i




(2) The Counting Officer shall p e
of the poll which shall be in the form prescnberd in
anﬂ ‘shall cerufy a suffi cnent number of c«Dpies fi

(a) the National Retumu_lg 0

(b) each Regional Returning Officer;

Beate SJ%J

(c) the District Returning Officer'

(d) each counting agent of a political party
at the poll;

(e) himself.

(3) The copy of the statement of the result of the poll whi
intended for the National Returning Officer shall be dispatched
means other than that by which the copy to the District Returmng
was dispatched. ;

(4) The Counting Officer shall then place the sealed envelof
with the counted ballots, the rejected ballots and such other €
documents as may be decided upon by the Electoral commission, in
ballot box, and shall lock the ballot box and fix his seal thereto andi
the other polling station officials and such counting agents as m
present to affix their own seals. '

Delivery of 34. (1) After the counting of the votes at the pol]mg
sealed ballot - Counting Officer shall forward the ballot boxes sealed in

b
ﬁ;qﬁg stated in subsecuon (4) of section 33 and all other ¢

~(2) Indispatching the ballot box rt
Comﬁna O?Ctrshall ﬁxoumme the b

| SR DG




(4) Upon receiptof the s
the National Returning Officer shall cause those summaries (o be tal
and computed and shall at the end thereof forthwith declare the re

the election or elections as follows:-

(a) inthe case of an election of the ordinary members
of Parliament, the number of votes cast for the lis

submitted by each political party; and

(b) inthe case of the election for a President held the
same day, in the manner prescribed in section 15
of the Presidential Elections Decree, 1995; and.

ensure that the statements of the polls and the sealed packages ing
the voting papers and all other documents relating to the election,
including all forms whether used ornot, are securely kept by the Electoral
Commission. (i

a4 38, (1) As soon as may be after the National Returning Officer |
declared the result of the election or elections under subsection (4)
section 37, the Electoral Commission shall publish the results so declared

(a). inthe case of the election of the ordir




- S

~ (a) prepareastatement to be called the Ballot |
g Account, which shall be in Form D prescril
the Third Schedule; e

(b) sealupinseparate packets (a) the counted and (b)
the rejected ballot papers, the ballot papers for
each candidate being kept separate from those of

any other candidate;

(¢) endorse on the outside of each packet the name
of the candidate for whom the votes represented

by the ballot papers therein were cast;

(d) seal in separate packets the marked copy of the
Gazerte List and any unused ballot papers;

prepare a statement to be called the "Verification
of Ballot Papers", which shall be in Form E
prescribed in the Third Schedule and shall, on
request by any candidate or his polling agent,

(e)

allow him to copy the statement. g 4
- o) =~y g J}‘ (}

PART V-—ELEcTION OFFENCES

46. (1) In this Part, unless a contrary intention appears, “corrupt
practice” means any of the following offences against this Part; namely,

on, undue influence, bribery and aiding, abetting, counselling,

) No prosecution shall be initiated for an offence created by

such offence is committed during the election

Interpre. ' uﬁonz .
of termu: «o wa

-
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The Electoral Provisions Decree

(b) forges or counterfeits or fraudulently defaces or

fraudulently destroys any ballot paper or any
official mark on any ballot paper; or

(c¢) without due authority, supplies any ballot paper
to any person; Or

(d) = fraudulently pats into any ballot box any paper

other than a ballot paper which he is authorized
by law to put in; or

(e) without the authority of the Presiding Officer,
brings into or takes out of any polling station,
place of voting or place of election any ballot
paper; or

(f) without due authority, destroys, takes, opens or
otherwise interferes with any ballotbox or packet

of ballot papers then in use for the purposes of the
election;

(g) unlawfully votes for more than one list of
candidates or, as the case may be, votes or
records more than one vote in favour of any
candidate;

commits an offence and shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine

of one million leones or to imprisonment for a term of three years or to
both such fine and imprisonment.

(2) In any prosecution for an offence in relation to the list of
Candidates of a political party, nomination papers, ballot boxes, ballot
Papers, counterfoils, marking instruments and other things in use at any
tlection, the property in such papers, boxes, instruments and things may
bestated to be in the possession of the Returning Officer at such election.
who- ALY person, having an official duty toperform under tis Decree,
mm:umuy or negligently fails to perform such duty in an impartial

—*h0rwho makes use of or attempts to make use of his official duties

Improper
practices by
elections staff.




Parliament or the voteofaly;
election under this Decree;

(d) every person who, upon orin conseque
such gift, loan, offer, promise, 1 ocure
agreement, procures or engages, promi
endeavours to procure, the'return of any g
as amember of Parliament or of a local author
or the vote of any elector at any election
this Decree;

(e) every person who advances or pays or ¢
be paid any money toorfortheuseofany otk
person, with the intent, that such money (n'
thereof shall be expended in bribery atanyelec
under this Decree; or who shall knowingly
cause to be paid any money to any persc
discharge of repayment of any money whe
in part expended in bribery at any such

Provided that this section shall not extend or be construed
eandtoanymomypalaoragreedtobepaidfororonmmﬂ
lawful expenses bona fide incurred at or concerning any electior
particular to the hire of transport by or on behalf of a candida
orthetmvellingexpenwsofamndida{eorhhagem. 4

2) m:wwmgmmmmummm
-Moﬂamofwlhuymmubeuabh,m ummary
 penalty specified in subsection (1)—




g il any suich election;

Decree, recelves any money, gift, loan, valuable
consideration, office, place or employment for
limself of for any other person, on account of
anvy other person hiaving voted or refrained from
voting or having Induced any other pemson 10
vote o refrain from voting st any such election,

¥

§1,  Anypersm w!miumwulmlnumuummm,umlueinﬂuﬂm()l' Disqualifica

wibery o alding, counselling or procuring the ¢ ammission of the offence mn":ﬂ’m
o ot s itvad b i) shall 10 pddition w apy other punishment, be incapuble g
Wlng a periiond of five years from the date of his conviction -

ta) o being registered as an elector or voung at an

election o

b of being elected u member of Parliament or &
local authority, or ifelected before his conviction,
of retaining his seat as o member of Parliament or

any local authority,

74
g

B8, Any person who- Ponslu{.

for
(4) voles Of Induces Of Procures iany person 1o vote e
ut any election under this Decree knowing thathe
of such other person is prohibited by this Decree
o by any other law from voting at such election;




term of two years and be incapable du
i thl:gmom:eonvlcuonofbemsﬂl“
B ‘Oﬂ. 4 ¥

| Symbols and 89, (1) ‘I‘heEleclomJCommlssionorllsasemsihAlg‘ Jisplay

mbl'.ff! 9F and emblems of the candidates or a political party wi
84,

the place of voting: L

Provided that no person shall on the day of the election,
four hundreds yards of the place of voting, make any public addr
indicating his support for a particular political party or candidate,

(2) Any person acting in contravention of this section
an olfence and shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine o

million leones or to imprisonment for a term of three years or to both
fine and imprisonment,

Prohibition of 60, Any person who on the day of the election removes, destroys,
interference

with voting COnceals or mutilates or assists in the removal, destruction, concealment
itiateriale or mutilation of any voting material, save with the authority of
Electoral Commission or under this Decree, commits an offence and

shall, on summary conviction, be liable to imprisonment for a period
IwWO years,

Prohibition of 61, Any person who, directly or indirectly, prints, manufactures or
unauthorised

printing, “Upplics or procures the printing, manufacture or supply of any voting
manufacture material in connection with any election, save with the authority of the
:ﬁ“‘;’;“""’; n‘"{ electoral commission, commits an offence and shall, on summary
election mate- CONViction, be liable to a fine of ten million leones or to imprisonment for

‘ aterm of five years or to both such fine and imprisonment.

Prohibition of 62,  Any person who—

llm?‘r.ucl
litical canvass. (@) directly orindirectly, by the use of threato
Ang and cam- violence, sexual harassment or

oF




(d)

(e)

prevent the right of any representative of any ;
political party to gain access, in the manner and
during the hours prescribed, to voters in any
particular area, whether public or private, for the
purposes of conducting political canvassing and
campaigning and of soliciting membership and
support; or

impedes or prevents or threatens to impede or

preventany member of the Electoral Commission,

any representative of the Electoral Commission
or any other person or organization engaged in
voler education (o gain access, in the manner and
during the hours prescribed, to voters in any
particular arca, whether public or private, for the
purposes of conducting voter education; or

conducts a political party procession along a
public thoroughfare or a political party meeting
or rally in a public place without first obtaining

the written approval of the Inspector-General of -

Police or any police officer authorised in that

law;

Sl

behalf or any local authority so authorised by"*




ral 65. . 1he Natlonal Provisional Ruling our
- Commissions recommendation of the Electoral Commission, b
li'}u time.  reduceasitmay deem necessary the time prescribed in th

giving of any notice or for the doing of any act or thir

Pending peti- 66, Nothing in this Decree shall affect any proceeding pe

tions and ap- .o mencement of this Decree on any petition or any p

peals saved. :
appeal pending at the commencement of this Decree re
petition and any such proceeding or appeal may be procee

this Decree had not been passed.
PART VI —GENERAL PROVISIONS

Obligation of  67. Anofficer of the Electoral Commission shall perform his fus
impartiality. i 4 neutral and impartial manner and shall receive his instructio
from the Electoral Commuission,

Pem%n Of-  68. (1) Pursuanttosubsection (3)of section 131 of the Cg
enees U  there is hereby established a division of the High Courl ww-
“the Election Offences Court”,

(2) The Election Offences Court shall sitin suchp |
boneastheChmeusmmaydetermmeandsbaﬂbe re

dak: A g okt e i
-

*




it

fore the Election Offen

before the Election O

» and bail shall be at %fﬁie_"aﬁ’biﬁtg
; ; , " hninange 11 i
: 4 i. il “ : Vi S g ’,':"‘»;_é.i%‘r"'f %ii;‘g?ﬁ ¥

(6) All trials by the election Offences COuit?’éhéli be by Ju

and shall be concluded not later than six months after the
establishment of the court.under this section. ok - 1L

n of the Election Offences court shali be t'malw

(7) Any decisio il
court by any means wha;soevér; 5

and shall not be questioned in any other

69. 'The Electoral Provisions Act, 1962, is hereby repealed.
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