Published 10th December. 2009

THE CONSTITUTION OF SIERRA LEONE, 1991
(ACT NO. 6 OF 1991)

THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY (INCIDENTS OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE Short title.
AND INTOLERANCE THAT OCCURRED IN GENDEMA, FREETOWN AND o
KENEMA, IN MARCH, 2009) NoTicg, 2009.

WHEREAS the Cabinet has advised that it is in the public interest
to appoint a Commission of Inquiry to inquire into a matter of public

interest:

AND WHEREAS by Article 2 of the Joint Communique signed by
the Sierra Leone Peoples Party (SLPP) and All Peoples Congress
(APC) on 2nd April, 2009 both parties agreed to the conduct of a
speedy and independent review into the incidents of political violence
and intolerance that occurred in Gendema, Freetown and in Kenema:

Now, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred on him
by paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 147 of the Constitution
of Sierra Leone, 1991, the President, hereby makes the following

Notice:-

»

. (1) There is hereby appointed a Commission
(hereinafter referred to as “Independent Review Panel” or “IR

| @) The Indéﬁendent Review FP_@ne' shal o1
(a) E.E.C. Shears-Moses Esq. whi




- @ The proceedings of the IRP shall
. unless otherwise decided by the IRP, in the ineres of-
or public order, g

(3) Before assuming the functions of‘ h-is ofﬁce,. éﬁcﬁ' L
member shall take and subscribe before the President, an oath that

he will faithfully, fully, impartially and to the best ofhis ability perform
the functions of his office under this Notice. o

. (4)  The Chairman may, in the public interest, exclude the
public or any particular person from its proceedings.

4. (1) The proceedings of the IRP shall be regulated by the Rulesand
practice and procedure in force in the High Court with such ??;edmes L :
modification, adaptation and exception as are necessary to enable '
the IRP to elicit all such information as may be necessary for the
performance of its functions.

(2)  For the purposes of sub-paragraph (1), the IRP shall
not be bound by the rules of evidence in civil or criminal proceedings.

(3) In conducting the review, the IRP shall give
consideration to the Constitution, the “The Code of Conduct of the
Political Parties” and other applicable legislation, :

(4) The IRP shall adopt procedures and mechanisms fors .
the protection of witnesses and other persons assisting it in the
performance of its functions at all stages of its work.

i

(5) Information gathered by the IRP in the exer
~powers and functions shall be conﬁ'dentiql_; -




6 (D
flem specified in paragraph 2 elther separatly or compositely as soon
as practicable after the TR has ended its inquiry or investigation, but
ot later than 6 weeks from the date of commencement of its work
except that the (I, with the concurrence of the President, may exten tend
ihe time within which its works may be completed or its report may be g
submitted. e

e e

(2) Areport of the 1RP shall be signed by the membm

Man: this 20th day of September, 2009.
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