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Assented to in Her Moajesty s name  this /0 day of
January, 1966.

H. b1 BOSTO,

Ciovernor-Cieneral
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Sierra Leone

The Medical Practitioners and Dental Surgeons Act 1966 shortitle.

Being An Act to Provide for the Registration of Medical
Practitioners and Dcniists and for Matters Connected

therewith. Date of

[3rd February, 1966.] Commence-
- : ment.
BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s Most Excelient Majesty, by and

with the advice and consent of the House of Represer_nat_ives in
this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:—
1. In this Act, unless a contrary intention appears— Interpreta-
““ Council ” means the Medical and Dental Council estab- non.
licharl 1indar cecfiaon D *



Establish-
ment of
Council: its
duties and
responsibili-
ties.
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U Dental Surgeon ™ means any person professing to practise
dental surgery, registered in accordance with sections

dors;
* Medical Practitioner™ means any  person professing to
practise medicine or surgery, registered in accordance
with sections 3 or 5 :

" Minister ™ means the Minister for the time being charged
with responsibility for Health:

Cregister ™ means any of the registers mentioned in section
s

“registered person ” means a person registered in accord-
ance with sections 3, 4 or 5;

" Registrar ™ means (he Deputy Chicf Medical Officer of
the Ministry of Health.

2. () There shall be a Medical and Dental Council
consisting of

(a) the Chief Medical Officer, who shall be President
of the Council:

(h) the Deputy Chief Medical Officer who shall pre-
side in the absence of the Chief Medical Oflicer;

(¢) four members appointed by the Minister, one of
whom shall be a dental surgeon;

(d) four members appointed by the Medical and
Dental  Association, one of whom shall be a
dental surgeon;

(2) Subject and without prejudice to the powers con-
ferred on the Public Service Commission by section 95 of the
Constitution, the Council shall be responsible for the registration
and other matters relating to conditions of practice and discipline
of medical practitioners and dental surgeons registered under the
provisions of sections 3, 4 and 5 and may with the approval of the
Minister, make such Regulations as may be necessary or expedient
for the discharge of their responsibilities under this subsection.

(3) The members of the Council shall hold office for
a period of three years from the date of their respective
appointments and shall be eligible for appointment.

(4) If any appointed member dies, resigns or is removed

a new member may be appointed in his place for the remainder
of his term of office.

(5) All appointments of members and termination of
such appointm~nt shal! be published in the Gazette by the
Minister.

(6) Six members including the President or the Deputy
Chief Med cal Officer shall form a quorum. Any cecision of the
Council shall be taken by a majo:ity of members present and
voting in the event of an equality of votes the President shall
have a casting vote.
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(7) All decisions of the Counci
o uncil shall i
writing under the hand of the President ang sentbfocl(]);znlcllitl?i(ltc:tg
(8) The Council ma . . .
own procedure and in defaulty Orfnaslljthegu]auons governing It

o . RC i ‘ 1
of procedure shall be in the discretion of ﬁt}xgai)l;):ssidg:]ltqucsuons

(9) The Attorney-General :

. shall from time to time
nomlnalie alLAaW_Ofﬁcer of not less than five years standing to
act as Legal Adviser to the Council and any Committee thereof at
any meeting thereof and such Law Officer shall act in an advisory

capacity on matters of Law only and shall h i i
vote in the decisions of the Council. Ve Hielther voice not

3. Any person who in the opinion of the Council is of good Medical
character shall be entitled to be registered on the permanent Practitioners

register of medical practitioners if his quali i permancnt
_ . ualifications and expe- (o
rience either— P€” registers.

(a) entitle him to be registered as a medical practitioner
un_der the law for the time being in force in the United
Kingdom; or
(b) are, in the opinion of the Council, of equivalent
standard to those required for registration under
paragraph (a).
4. Any person who in the opinion of the Council is of good Dental sur-
character shall be entitled to be registered on the permanent regis- 8°ons per-
ter of dental surgeons if his qualifications either— manent

register.
(a) entitle him to be registered and to practise dentistry
and dental surgery under the law for the time being in
force in the United Kingdom ; or

(b) are, in the opinion of the Council, of equivaient
standard to those required for registration under
paragraph (a).

5. (1) The Council may authorise the temporary registration Temporary
of any person who would be entitled to be placed on the perma- registration
nent register of medical practitioners or dental surgeons under the in certain
provisions of section 3 or section 4 and who is either— cases.

(a) a missionary attached to a missionary society
recognised by the Minister for the purposes of
this section; or

(b) an employee of any orgz}nization.for 'the .time
being engaged on a specified project in Sierra
Leone recognised by the Minister for the purposes
of this section.

(2) (a) The Council may also authorise the temporary
registration of a person who, apart from any
requirement as to experience. would by virtue of
any qualification held by him be' entitled to be
registered under section 3 or section 4 and who
shall produce evidence to the satisfaction of the
Council that he has been sclected for nrescribed

' employment.
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Persons
struck off
any register
not entitled
toregistra-
tion.

Appeal
against re-
fusal to re-
gister to be
made to
Supreme
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Registers to
bekept.

Publication
of lists of
registered
persons.

Publication
prin:a facie
of registra-
tion,
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No. 3 Medical

7 ' heection  preseribed cmployment
(h) In this su y ent or trainang for-a period of not
MEaip Uml)lnzlmc months. subject 10 such condi
oS it B va prescribed by the Councilin
o e ution recopni-ed by the Council for

medica

the purposc.
(3) The Council may «

registered under this sccllrmvh‘c‘] "
opinion such person has ccasce
subsections (1) and (2). e e i e

6. No person shall be entitled 1o f(\"’:,rr' of medical practi.
whose name has been struck uff any mrlxl vthp et i
tioners or dental surecons established nn‘ .,r.m],Cnt e i e
being in the United Kinsdom or off n.ny’ulm f:-r-sir,nal resocot
other country. for infamous conduct i a profcs
not restored thereto. ' o

7. (1) When any anplication for reuistration ufr:f'ljer:{?rnrt(](:ylc
3.4, or 5 has been refused the appll(;‘anf may wnhm ) i::[{.,]li,)
of the date on which such refusal is officially (é,n"}rrt]un ated tg
him arpeal against such refusal to the Supreme Court.

Jircet that the name of any perop,
l otruck off the register af in iy
) ’fulfil the requirciments of

(2) Such appeal shall he made by a notice filed "]‘" the

office of the Supreme Court setting out the prounds of appeal.
f3) The Council mav appear as respondent to t'hc 'dp'r‘/:?i],
and for the purpnse of enabling any directions to be given as tg
the costs of the anncal—the Council <ha'l be dccmc.d to he 4
party thereto whether or not it appears on the hearing of the
§| . ‘
P (4) Costs shall he in the discretion of the Court and if
costs are awarded agrinst the Council <uch taxed costs together
with such costs as the Council may have incurred for legsl
renresentation (if certified by the Attornev-General to be reagon-
able) shall be paid hy the Accountant-General out of the

con<nlidated Revenue Fund.

8. Separate registers in the form set out
shall be kent in respect of persons registered——
(a) on the permanent register of Medical Practitioners -
(h) on the permanent register of Denal Surgenns
(c) on the temporary register of medical practitioners -

(d) on the temporary regis'er of dentq] surgeons.
9. The Reoistrar shal) keep the
cetion 8 and shall once in CVCTY year. as soon as convenjent may
he after the first day of Janusry. make ang publish in the Guzette
livts of all registered nercone under the classifications et out in
naraoranhs (o) to (d4) of that section. and sefting out the npames
ant addresces and medical and dental qualifications of all <uch
using such abbreviations a5 mav be approved by *he

in tl-= Schedyle

registers mentioned in

narsnns.
Council.
10. (1) The nublicating of listg re

he nrima focie evidence that the rersn
tered nercons. and the aheenen of the

ferred to in section 9 -hall
ns named therein are reoic

C rame of any person from

such lists shall be primn focis evidence that <ich per<on is not a
registered person.
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(2) All registers and all copies thereof or extracts there-
from, certilied under the hand of the Registrar, shall be receivable
in evidence 1n all Courts in Sierra Leone.

(3) The Registrar shall by order of any Cour: r duce,
or cause to be produced, any register in his office on subpoena

without charging any fee therefor, unless the Court shall otherwisz

L

direct.

11. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), a fee of ten leones |

shall be charged for registration in the permanent or temporar® ©

registers of Medical Practitioners or Dental Surgeons -

Provided that the Minister may from time to time by
Order vary such fee.

(2) Ships’ Surgeons while in discharge of their duties on

board and medical practitioners and dental surgeons (not being

citizens of Sierra Leone) while serving with the Royal Sierra Leone
Military Forces shall be entitled to the privileges of persons regis-
tered on the permanent registers and may be registered free of
charge.

(3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of section
5, any person obtaining temporary registration shall be enutled
to the privilege of persons registered on the permanent registers.

12. Every person registered under this Act who may have

obtained any higher degree or qualification, other than the qualifi- !

cation in respect of which he may have been registered shall be
entitled to have such higher degree or additional qualifications
inserted in the register in substitution for. or in addition to. the
quaiifications previously registered, without payment of any further
fee.

13. No person shall be entitled to practise privately or to
recover any charge in any court for any med.cal or surgical advice
or attendance, or for any medicine or any medical or surgical
appliances which he shall have prescribed and supplied, or for
any service performed as an obstetrician. within Sierra Leone,
unless he was at the time registered on a permanent register.

14. No person shall hold any appointment‘or practise
privately as physician, surgeon or other medical officer or as a
dental surgeon unless his name is entered on a permanent or
lemporary register.

15. No certificate or other document required by law to
be signed by a Medical Practitioner or Dental Surgeon given after
the commencement of this Act, shall be valid unless signed by a
person whose name is entered on a permanent oOr temporary
register.

16. In any enactment the expression “legally qualified
medical practitioner ”, or “duly qualified medical practitioner ™,
or “duly qualified medical officer ”, or any expression importing
a person recognised by law as a medical practitioner or member
of the medical profession, shall be construcd to mean a person

Whose name is entered on the permanent or temporary register.

additional
qualifications
in the regis-

er.

Fees not re-
coverable un-
less persons
registered.

Public ap-
pointees to
be fully or
temporarily
registered.
Medical cer-
tificates.

Construc-
ton of terms.
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Rules rela- 17. Subject to the following provisions of this sfeclgon, the
ting to re- Council shall make rules with respect to the keeping Ol' e regis-
gisters. ters and the making of entries therein, and in particular— '

(a) regulating the making qf applications for reglslralqu1
and providing what evidence shall be produced ip
support of applications ; _

(b) providing for the notification to the Reglstrar, by the
person to whom any registered particulars relate, of
any change in those particulars;

(c) authorising the Registrar to re_fL]Se to enter a name
on a register until any fee specified for the entry has
been paid.

Alteration 18. 1t shall be the duty of the Registrar—

of Registers. (a) to correct, in accordance with the Council’s directions

any entry in a register which the Council directs him
lo correct as being in its opinion an entry which has
been incorrectly made ;

(0) to make from time to time any necessary alterations
in the particulars of registered persons; and

(c) to remove from the relevant register the name of any
registered person who has died.

t{,{emoval' 19. If the Registrar—
ter whos (a) sends by post to any registered person a registered
registrar

letter, addressed to him at his address on the register,

receives no enquiring whether the registered particulars relating

reply to en- to him are correct and receives no reply to the letter

quiry. within a period of six months from the date of
posting ; and

(D) upon the expiration of that period sends in like man-

ner to such person a second similar letter and receives

no reply to that letter within three months from tne
date of posting,

he may remove the particulars relating to such person from the

relevant register but the Council may direct the Registrar to

restore to the appropriate register any particulars removed
therefrom under this section.

PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINE
Establish- 20. (1) There is hereby established a disci
ment and of the Council (hereinafter called
(C)?I(]i?;lctil[l)t]]i?n perform the functions hereinafter s
nary com- COmmittee.

mitiee. (2) The Committee shall consist of—

(a) a medical practitioner or dental surgeon of not

less than ten years standing appointed by the
Council who shall be chairman :

(b) four members of the C
the Council.

| plinary committee
the Committee ) which shall

pecified as the functions of the

ouncil to be appointed by

(3) The members of the Committee shall hold office for
a term of two years from the date of appointment and sh

all be
eligible for re-appointment.

-y
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(4) Where the Chairman or any other member of the
Committee is for good reason temporarily unable to perform his
functions, the Minister shall appoint a person to act in his place.

. . Effect of
21. (1) Where a registered person finding of in-

(a) after due inquiry is judged by the Committec tO famous con-
have been guilty of infamous conduct in any duct or frau-

: . dulent regis-
professional respect; or tration.

(b) is proved to the satisfaction of the Committee to
have been fraudulently registered,

the Committee may, if it thinks fit, direct the Registrar to strike
such person’s name off the relevant register.

(2) The Committee may, if it thinks fit, defer its decision
as to the giving of a direction under subsection (1) until a subse-
quent meeting of the Committee:

Provided that—
(a) no decision shall be deferred under this subsection

for periods exceeding one year in the aggregate,
and

(b) no person shall be a member of the Committee for
the purposes of reaching a decision which has
been deferred unless he was present as a member
of the Committee when the decision was originally
deferred.

(3) A person shall not be deemed to be found guilty as
mentioned in paragraph (a) of subsection (1) unless the finding
stands at a time when no appeal or further appeal is pending or
may (without extension of time) be brought in connection with
such finding.

22. (1) When the Committee gives a direction under section Appeal from
21 it shall cause notice of the direction to be served on the person direction of
. committee,

to whom it relates.

(2) (a) The person to whom such a direction relates may,
at any time within twenty-eight days from the
date of service on him of the notice of the direc-
tion, appeal against the direction to the Supreme
Court.

(b) Such appeal shall be made by a notice filed in
the office of the Supreme Court setting out the
grounds of appeal.

(c) The Committee may appear as respondent to the
appeal and for the purpose of enabling directions
to be given as to the costs of the appeal and of
proceedings before the Committee.

(d) The Committee shall be deemed to be a party
thereto whether or not it appears on the hearing
of the appeal.
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(¢) The costs shall be in the discretion of the court

 and any taxed costs awarded against thCe com;:m-
tee together with such costs as the or:}mn te-ef
may have incurred for legal representation (i
certified by the Attorney-General to be(r}eason-
able) shall be paid by the Accountant-General
out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

(3) A direction of the Committee under section 21 shall
take effect—

(a) where no appeal under this sect@on is brought against
the direction within the time limited for the appeal, on
the expiration of that time:

(b) where such an appeal is brough.t and 1s withglrawn or
struck out for want of prosecution on the withdrawal
or striking out of the appeal ;

(c) where such an appeal is brought and is not withdraw_n
or struck out as aforesaid, if and when the appeal is
finally dismissed ;

and shall not take eftect except in accordance wita the foregoing
provisions of this subsection.

Ferson 23. Any person whose name is i i
struck off y p me 1s struck off a register in

20t to be re. Pursuince of a direction of the Committee under section 21 shall

gistered un- NOt be entitled to be registered in any register again except in
less directed

ted pursuance of a direction in that behalf given by the Committee on
:3% Commit- e application of that person; and a direction under section 21
) for striliing off a person’s name from a register may prohibit an
application under this section by that person until the expiration

of such period from the date of the direction (and where he has

duly made such an application, from the date of hig last applica-
tion) as may be specified in the direction.

Penalty 24. (1) Any person who wilfully and falsely pretends to be

for pret;nd- a Medical Practitioner or Dental Surgeon or takes or uses the
: ; : o

1&% dic(:)al ¢ 2 name or title of a Medical Practitioner or Dental Surgeon or any

Practitioner Name, title, addition or description implying that he is registered

orDental  under this Act or that he is recognised by law as a Medical Practi-

Surgeon. tioner or Dental Surgeon, shall be liable op conviction to a fine
not exceeding one thousand le

' ones and to a further penalty of
twenty leones a day during the continuance of such offence.

Savings, cus- 25. Nothing contained i '
tomary the- - s

i ! Act shall be construed to
rapeutics, ~ Prohibit or prevent the practice of ¢

: . ; ustomary systems of thera-
peutics or the practice of druggists authorised by any other law:
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_Provided that nothin
authorise the performance b
of therapeutics which is da

g 1 this section shal] be construed to

Y any person of any customary system
ngerous to life or health.

(@) makes a statement he knows to be false or does
not believe to be true in a material particular; or

(b) reckle-ssl_y makes a statement which is false in
a material particular;

shall be guilty of an offence.

' (2) An){ person who wilfully falsifies or causes to be Falsifying
falmﬁ;d any register or any matter relating to such register shall resgister.
be guilty of an offence.

(3) Any person guilty of an offence under this section Penalty.
shall be liable—

(a) on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding
four hundred leones or to imprisonment for
twelve months or to both such fine and
imprisonment;

(b) on conviction on indictment to a fine not exceedisg
one thousand leones or to imprisonment not
exceeding three years or to both such fine and

imprisonment.

27. Any person who shall wilfully destroy or injure, or Inquiry or
cause to be destroyed or injured, any register or any part thereof f:;gt?;lsng
shall be deemed guilty of an offence, and shall on summary convic- .
tion thereof be liable to imprisonment not exceeding two years.

re shall be made in any register cert_iﬁed COPY Erasures
or exzttr;;tctl\tllf(l)e:ergfs,ubut if any error sha}H occur, th;n a line of red in registers.
ink shall be drawn through any word improperly 1n§erted SO ?15 to
leave the original word legible, and any word which k1:31ay ave
been omitted shall either be interlined or wr_lttenhiln the martglllg
with red ink and the Registrar shall subscribe his name in

margin opposite to such correction. |
o 18 of the Medical Practitioners Dentists Repeal of

. . isi Part 1 of
this section called the repealed provisions) Cap. 151,

29. Sections 3 t
and Druggists Act (in
are hereby repealed:

Provided that— R
rson registered under _section i

@ a:yeall):d provisions :mmediately before the COIII)I
inle)ncement of this Act shall be deemed to Dbe

registered on the permanent register under this
Act;
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(b) any person registered _undcr_scclion O6A of (he
repealed  provisions immediately  before  (he
commencement of this Act shall be deemed to e
registered on the temporary register under thig
Act;

(c) all registers kept under the rppcalcd provisiong
may be continued in use but with such alterations
as may Dbe necessary to bring the same intg
conformity with this Act.

THE SCHEDULE (Sectlon 8)
’ —
Datc of |
Date of Local |
No, Full Address | Qualifi- qualifi- | Registra- | Fee Remark
Name cation cation tion ’
1‘

Passed in the House of Representa[ives this 6th

i day of January,
in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundreq and si Ml

Xty-six.

S. V. WRIGHT,

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

THis PRINTED IMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me with the

Bill which has passed ghe House of Representatives and found by me to be
2 true and correctly printed copy of the said Bill.

S. V. WRIGHT,

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

M.P. M4/22/1
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