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A BILL FNTITLED
The Presidentizl Elections Act, 1985 Short title,

an Act to make provision/for the election of a President of the

lic of Sierra Leone in pursuance of ¢he provisioas of the Con-

»n of Sierra Leone, 1978 (Act No. 12 of 1978) and for other
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

[ 1985] Date of

HEREAS subsection (3) of section 21 of the Constitution pro- ﬂ:_

hat the President of/the Republic of Sierra Leone shall be
to office in accordance with section 23 of the Constitution;
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iection 23 of the Constitution, in relation to the
ential Elections requires or authorises various
;ribed by or under an Act of Parliament and also

Parliament to make laws for the purpose of
lion of the President and other matters connected

t Is expedient to make provision generally pur-

stitution regulating the holding of elections for
resident :

JRE BE IT ENACTED by the President and Members
his present Parliament assembled, as follows:—

RT I—GENERAL PROVISIONS

ct unless the context otherwise requires—

ion” means the Constitution of Sierra Leone,
(Act No. 12 of 1978):

means any person whose name is on any Register
ectors prepared in accordance with the Franchise
Electoral Registration. Act, 1961 (Act No. 44 of

2

tial Candidate™ has the meaning assigned to it by
n 6 of this Act;

itial Election’” means an élcctien for the election of

rson to the office of President of the Republic of
a Leone;

ised Party” has the same meaning as prescribed by
Constitution; - 2 :

ing Officer’® means the Chief Justice.

ver - the "office of President becomes vacant, a
> held to that office in accordance with the provision

ject to the provisions of section 23 of the Constitu

ffice of .Ifras_idcnt shall become vacant—

1 the expirition of the perfod mentioned in- sul
ction (4) of section 21 or subsection (1) of section :
f the Constitution: or

'the incumbent dies or resigns the office er ceases -

old office in pursuanee of section 30 or 31 of t
“onstitution :
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Provided that the President shall not resign his office or

» even at the due expiration of his office while a gencr'.i clecﬁ}?n
embers of Parliament is pending within the ensuing six months,
sjere a state of public emergency has been declared.

Period

I. A Presidential Election shall take place— _ Fatiod

(@) if a retiring President continues in office after the ‘&"é‘é‘iﬁfﬁ?éé
beginning of the period of four months ending Wilh 4ion shall
the date when the term of office of the retiring Presi- take place.
dent would expire by the efﬂuxign of time, during
the first three months of that period;

(6) in any case, during the period/of one month beginning
with the date when the office of President becomes

vacant: /

Provided always that whenew_r;ér there is a vacancy during
ssolution of Parliament the Presidential Election shall be

1d completed before the eleotiqﬁ of Members of Parliament,
: f 3 : e “and Qualifica-
A person shall be gualified for election as President if, and e

ot be so qualified unless, he— office of
(@) is a citizen of Sierrafifeone; Peesscent.
(b) is a member of thefRecognised Party;
(c) has attained the age of forty-five years; and

(d) is otherwise qua__ﬁﬁed to te elected as a Member of

Parliament, /
/

At every Presidential Election there shall be only one Sole Presi-
e who shall be the person elected in relation to that election dential
1der of the Recognised Party by the Members of the National Candidate.
s Conference of that Party, in this Act referred to as “‘the

tial Candidate”.

(1) The Chief Justice shall be the Returning Offi T
ion of a President, £l o E;i;f;?‘;*gﬂ

2) The Returning Officer shall have the functions con- L
oy osed on him by this Act subject to the provisions of the

Al persons registered in Sierra Leone as voters for the Persons

of election to Parliament sh i : i
el reroaihed shall be entitled to vote in a ﬁ;f:? ;c-
j Presidentia
Election,
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’/I:;-.—II—*PROCEDURE FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

9. The Returning Officer shall by Proclamation published in
& e Gazetle, declare the occurrence of any vacancy in the office of

ncy- President—

() in the case of a vacancy occurring by the effluxion of
time, within the first two months of the last four
months of the term of the President in respect of the
expiry of whose term of office the vacancy occurs; or

(6) in the case of any other vacancy, within ten days after
the vacancy has occurred.

10. The Returning Officer shall, upon the declaration of a

vacancy in the office of President under section 9 of this Act, by

ite Order published in the Gezette, appoint the day or days on which

0. n election shall be held to elect a person to fill the vacancy in the
office of Fresident.

11. (1) Within three days after the election of a Leader of the
Recognised Party by the National Delegates Conference of that
Party for the purposes of his being the sole Candidate in 2 Presi-
dential Election under section 23 of the Constitution, the Chairman
of the said National Delegates Conference shall notify the Returning
Officer of the result of the election stating the full name, address

and occupation of the person so elected.

(2) The Returning Officer shall, within twenty-four hours

after receipt thereof, transmit the said result to the Electoral Com
mission.,

(3) The Electoral Commission shall, as soon as possibl
upon receipt thereof from the Returning Officer, cause the said resu
and the full name, address and cccupation of the person electe
Leader of the Recognised Party to be published in the Gazetfe an
in such other manner as it may consider appropriate.

12, (1) The npmination of the Presidential Candidate shi
be in writing subscribed by the Presidential Candidate and by thr

il?t:turs and shall be in the form specified in the Schedule to t

| i_
(2) The Presidential Candidate shall deliver his nominat

.gﬁma:;mehfé«ewmg Officer on such day and at such time
ace as may be prescribed by the Returning Officer by Order
lished in the Gagtre. y ng y P
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(1) The Presidential Candidate shall not be entitle Pres .-
F;.tetlsr:? "ch rIritiﬂrl'l to Ihv.:l office of President an!(::;'“. 11'}5]1:;:1;:1 Candidats 1
in Ticer an electi ! LW Y pay election
ref‘undab%:. ion fee of Lel0,000,00 which shall 57 “**

| (2) The Returning Oiﬁm*:r shall cause an official receipt to
Eciiﬂm respect of any election fee paid under subsection (1) of
n.

4 (3), The election fee shall be degmed to be duly paid under
ion l_f the Prm‘:ldcr_itial Candidate deposits with the Returning
1 written receipt 1ssucd by or on behalf of the Accountant-
for the amount mentioned in subscction (1) of this section
from or on account of the Candidate in respect of that sum,

(4) The election fee prescrited by this section shall be paid
fore such date as may be fixed by the Electoral Commission
e published in the Gazette.

Upon the expiration/of the time prescribed under section Publication
is Act for the delivery by the Presidential Candidate to the o noming-
1ig Officer of his nomination papers, the Returning Officer o™
ise to be published in the Gazette and in such other manner
ay think fit, the full name, address and occupation of the
tial Candidate who has been nominated and also the full
«ddresses and occupations of the persons by whom he was
sd. -

(1) The poll at every Presidential Election shall be by :4annerof
llot, the poll, ¢

(2) Subject to ;:Jthe provisions of this Act and of the Consti-
\e voting at every Presidential Election shall be under the

upervision of the Electoral Commission,

1) Where a day or days have been appointed under Appoint
J(o)f this Act for the holding of a Presidential Election, the i ff.

Commission shall, by notice publislrﬁxg:d in the Gazette, o oo
it and proper persons to be known as “‘Counting Officers™ giector

vhom is 2 Candidate for the election, who shall perform Commi
ions impnse%a or conferred on Returning Officers by the €ic.

Provisions Act, 1962 (Act No. 14 of 1962).

2) Each Cjauntin g Officer may also appoint ﬁ;} and proper
E:lz)be known as ‘“‘Assistant Counting Officers to perform
t P Accictant Returning Officers under the said Act.
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have effect as if any reference therei
“Assistant Returning Officer”’
cer”” and “‘Assistant Counting

votes sl_1al! be counted and the Electoral Co

counting of votes at a Presidentia
this section the Returning Officer shall, either—

Presidential Election under section 18 of this Act

(3) The said Act shall, in relation to o Presidential Election

in to “‘Returning Officer” and
were references to g “Counting Offi-
Officer™ respectively,

17. The poll in a Presidential Election

J : ! shall be from eight
o'clock in the morning to seven o’clock in the afternoon and no vote
shall be accepted outside these hours,

18. (1) After the expiration of the tim

‘ , : idate and the number of
valid votes cast against him,

(2) As soon as possible after receipt of the result of the

I Election under subsection (1) of

(a) declare the Presidential Candidate to be elected
as President if the Presidentia] Candidate has

received a majority of the valid votes cast in the
election, or

(b) declare that the Presidential Candidate has not

been so elected if he has not obtained the said
majority.

19. The Returning Officer shall, after declaring the result of a

(a) where a President has been elected, issue to the
successful candidate a certificate of election; and

(b) in any case as soon as possible, cause the results
of the election to be published in the Gazette and
in such other manner as he may think fit, stating
the number of valid votes cast in favour of the
Presidential Candidate and the number of valid
votes cast against the Presidential Candidate at
the Presidential Election. -

20. (1) Where—
(a) the Presidential Candidate dies, or
b) the Presidential Candidate withdraws his candi-
2 dature by notice'in writing signed by him and

i i than
delivered to the Returning Officer not later
four o’clock in the afternoon of the tenth day

e e T e el R e e i
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(¢) Lhe Presidential Candidate is not elected President,
r
w

(d) the person elected President dies before he assumes
the office of President.,

, the members of the National Delegates Conference of the
ognised Party shall elect another person to be the Leader of that
: 4 Eﬂd 'SHCh person shall be the next Presidential Candidate and
provisions of this Act relating to nomination and election shall

¥

(2) Where the election of a person as President is set aside
_he Returning Officer under section 24 of the Constitution and
ion 21 of this Act then—

(a) where the Presidential Candidate continues to be
qualified to stand for election to the office of
President under the' provisions of sections 22 and
23 of the Constitution and sections 5 and 6 of this

Act, another Presidential Election at which the said
Presidential Candidate shall be the sole candidate
shall be held on such day as the Returning Officer
may appoint by Order published in the Gazetie,

and J

(k) where he is not so qualified, the members of the
National Delegates Conference of the Recognised
Party shall elect another person to be the Leader
of the Party /and such person shall be the next

Presidential Candidate and the provisions of this

Act relating to nomination and election shall

apply. !

pagr TII—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

L :

‘ e as to whether—

., (1) Any question _ﬁwhuch may afis ? ) D i
Constitution or this Act or tionof

(a) any prnvis;iun of the _ _ 0
any other; jaw relating to election of a President l‘!ﬂ‘ig‘ti;‘%ﬂ’m

under section 23 of the Constitution has been yalidity of

compliedrwith, or election, etc.
(b) any pcrsc}n has been validly elected as President
under section 24 of the Constitution,
e referred to ard determined by the Returning Officer whose
e ML e . '+ hall not be inguired into 1n any

o e p—
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3 Any such question
e & stion shall be re
'ijiﬁt:r;d“:}l'"t?l; El‘?:'g? days after the result ﬂ‘nﬁm o the Beturnm |
devlé - urning Officer under scctim:el glc?mn e bccﬁ |
of this Act. :

(3) Any such objection shal

A% objec all be in writing si

n raising the question who shall h{:ea ’;‘egﬂ"ﬁé'g"c‘i by the
is an elector

[“T‘Fﬂ

and shall state clearly the gro - ,

-;"hjt‘i.‘liﬂn is based. g u"ds.r.’ and the facts upon which his
/

4) The person presenting ‘
| perse ¢ the written objecti i
the time he presents it or withinjsur:fﬁr;iﬁ?: Ears ttk]ﬁ;

Returning Officer may order. giye securi
¢ ks » & curity fo
expenses B hich may be pa}'ﬂblc‘{b}' himtt}é anry ﬁstﬁésiaurmgioﬁﬁ

on his behalf of to any respondent.
/

of such amount not exceeding

(5) The security shall be
ch manner as the Returning

1 ¢5.000.00 and shall be given in Su

Officer may order.
o (6) Where the person presenting the written objection
ails 1O comply with an order given under subsection (5) of this
ection 0O proc:eedmgs shall be heard on the objection.

(7) The Returning Officer shall, in determining 4 quest
nder this section act as expeditinusly as possible.
i ion, the Returning

ion

(8) Subject 10 subse ]
frcer shall determine any %uestiun coming
such manoer gs, having regard to2
- 'to be just, fair and proP an
8 appear

ction i
* the ¢ast, appears 10 hi
1blic interest, and he may ke such -der thereon 2 may
him to b€ apprﬂpﬁa_te.
| i de
9) No d sion m‘l der of the urning Officer ma
der thié s)ectmn shall be qéestloned in any PI e hatsoever
22. (1) St ject 1 the other prnvisiuns of this s‘?\fcf;iﬂn’ ﬂff
visions of the El toral jsions Act, 1962 (A 0. estion
2)s ifi n sub tion (4) f this secﬁﬂxitj ?sl’?iu g L
nembers of parlia ent, St a1l apply t a Prest
:' CaasR ection (1) © this
1ied by %u?s ction b0t ith
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rticular, but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing,
e effect to the requirement that the person elected Leader opthe
gnised Partly by the National Delegates Conference of that
- shall be the sole Presidential Candidate at a Presidential
jon.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (2)
is section, the Electoral Commission shall make such provision
1y be necessary for enabling the casting of votes by electors who
to vote for or against a Presidential Candidate in a Prezidential
ion.

(4) The provisions of the Electoral Provisions Act, 1962
No. 14 of 1962) applied by subsection (1) of this section, arc
ollowing—

sections 2 and 7, subs
section 10, section 11,

ctions (2), (3) and (4) of
ubsection (1) of section 22,
ion 22 other than subpara-
graphs (¢) and (f ) t}erecf, section 23, subsections
ection 24, sections 25, 26, 27,
ubsections (1) and (2) of section
5 136, 37, 38, 39, 40 and 42,
d 48, subsection (1) of section 49,
section 50, sectjon 68, sections 70, 71 and 72, sub-
section (1) of pection 73 other than paragraphs
(&) and (k) thereof, subsections (2) and (3) of
section 73, segtions 74 to 83 and Forms D and E
in the First Sghedule.

(5) In their applicagjon to a Presidential Election the
ring provisions of the said Act shall have effect with the amend-
specified in this subsectipn in relation to them—

(@) in section 39, for the words “‘on an election peti-
tion” there[shall be substituted the words “‘on a

written objection to the Returning Officer under
section 24 df the Constitution and section 21 of the

Presidentigl Elections Act, 1985 (Act No.  of
1985)”, a

(b) subsection (2) of section 68 shall be deemed to
read as fo]lows:—

“(2) No [prosecution shall be initiated for any
offence created by this Part of this Act unless the
offence i4 committed during the pericd between
the day fixed under subsection (2) of section 12 of
the Presidential Elections Act, 1985 (Act No. of
1985) for the delivery of nomination papcrs for the
election and the time of the day when the result of

tkgt election is declared under section 18 of that
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23. The Electoral Commission may make regulations not
on being inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, for giving full
1

—

P\t.ﬂl

1isel :
ke effect to the provisions of this Act,

(HIONS.

1 and 24. The following enactments shall cease to have effect

(a) the Election of President ¢f Sierra Leone Act, 1976
(Act No. 2 of 1976); j

(b) the Proclamation for t,li"c declaration of a vacancy
in the office of President dated 22nd March, 1976

and published as Public Notice No. 7 of 1976;

(c) the Election of President (Date of Deposit of Pre-
ferences) Order, 1976 (P.N. No. 8 of 1976).

/
|

SCHEDULE |
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION (Section 12)

PEESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS ACT, 1985

(Act No.  of 1985)
NOMINATION PAFPER OF PRESIPENTIAL CANDIDATE
Date of l"residemiaqI Election:

1. I, the undersigned, am the Presi{iential Candidate to whom this
nomination paper relates and I hereby certify that I am willing to
stand for election to the office of P{asident of the Republic of Sierra

Leone,

2. Talso hereby state that I am qualiﬁejﬂ and not disqualified for election

to the said Office of President of the Republic of Sierra Leone in
ections 22 and 23 of the Consti-

accordance with the provisions of
0. 12 of 1978).

tution of Sierra Leone, 1978 (Act

Signature
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We the undersigned, are the three nomimators of the above
Presidential Candidate and are electors within the meaning of the
Presidential Elections Act, 1985 (ActNo.  of 1985).

o ——

............................................................................

L R T P
(State ward on whose Register of Electors nominator’s name appears)

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

P i e pp e R

POl Damb. v ive ooy
T by Sl S e F A S
L el o) s R frrrerssinininnnnen e
(State ward on whose Register of Electors nominator’s name app ear s

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

........................................

.......................................................................
.= s

-------------------------------------------------------------
(RS ]
.............

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
............

------------------------------------------------------------
..........
e

llllllllllllllllllllllllll
.............
-----

iName. . L. Addrest - e
.......................... Address........
................ o’clock on R O
" S e st vt 19
: ; Returning Officer
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The Presidential Candidate and his néminat .
Sence of the two witnesses who must be offull age ang ot ! $ign in we
ce indicated. O must sign in the

OBJECTS AND

The Otject of this Bill is to make/provision
tiel Electicns in accordance with th Cfan:alilu’t]i‘g:;ﬂ:;t(E S;
¢ No. 12 of 1978) and in particular s¢ction 23 of the Co

A. B. KAMARA.

Atjtorney-General and M inister of Justice

OWN,
v LEONE.
darch, 1985
|
PRINYED BY THE Gover PRINTING DEPAMIMENT , SIERRA LIONE

€4ZETTE EXTRAORDINARY No. H of 16ru Marca, 1385

Seithie  f 4
Bl iy



