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SiGNED this I6th day of April, 1985.

o
STAKA STEVENS
President.

No. 1

The Presidertial Elections Act, 1985 Short tile,

Being an Act to make provision for tke elcction of a President of the

Republic of Sierra Lcone im pursuance of the provisions of the Con-

atitution of Sicrra Leone, 1978 (Act Ne. 12 of 1978) and for other
matters connected therewith or iacidental thereto

[18th April, 1985) Date of

whHEeRrEAS subsection (3) of section 21 of the Constitution pro- m

vides that the President of the Republic of Sierra Leone shall be
elected to office in accordance with section 23 of the Constitution;
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AND WHEREAS section 23 of the Constitution, in relation to the
holding of Presidential Elections requires or authorises various
matters to be prescnbcd‘ by or under an Act of Pa rliament and also
confers power on Parliament to make laws for the purpose of
;cgulatfﬂ g the election of the President and other matters connected
therewith;

AND WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision generally pur-

guant to the Constitution regulating the holding of elections for
the election of a President:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED by the President and Members
of Parliament in this present Parliament assembled, as follows :—

PART I—GENERAL PROVISIONS

- 1. In this Act unless the context otherwise requires—

“Constitution” means the Constitution of Sierra Leone,
1978 (Act No. 12 of 1978);

“elector” means any person whose name is on any Register
of Electors prepared In accordance with the Franchise
and Electoral Registration Act, 1961 (Act No. 44 of
1961);

“Presidential Candidate” has the meaning assigned to it by
section 6 of this Act;

“Presidential Election” means an election for the election of

a person to the office of President of the Republic of
Sierra Leone;

“Recognised Party” has the same meaning as prescribed by
the Constitution;

“Returning Officer” means the Chief Justice.

ial 2. Whenever the office of President becomes vasant, an
toelection shall be held to that office in accordance with the provisions

t,. of this Act subject to the provisions of section 23 of the Constitu-
tion,

a 3. The Office of President shall become vacant—

(a) en the expiration of the period mentioned in sub-
section (4) of section 21 or subsection (1) of section 25
of the Constitution; or

@) :;dﬂ;e incumbent dies or resigns the office er ceases te

Md office in pursuanee of section 30 or 3] of the
Constitation :
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- Provided that the President shall not resign his office or
tire even at the due expiration of his office while a g_eneqal election
" Members of Parliament is pending within the ensuing six months,

» where a state of public emergency has been declared.
4. A Presidential Election shall take place— ggr:'ic:g
I

(@) if a retiring President contiotypm office after the ki gt
beginning of the period ofAfour months ending with ﬁf;;;“:haljw
the date when the ter office of the relring Presi- take place.
dent would expire the effluxion of~timé, during 4 = . .=
the first three P)ﬂuths of that periogd; e

L

, bs-
se, during the period of one month beginning | ¢ ¢
ce’ of President becomes ™ -

(b) in any ca
with the .-{ate when the offi

vacant:

Provided always that whenever there is a vacancy during
iy dissolution of Parliament the Presidential Election shall be

id and completed before the election of Members of Parliament.
5. A person shall be qualificd for election as President if, and ?ﬂﬂii?gﬂ"
all not be so qualified unless, he— e e
Presideat.

(a) is a citizen of Sicrra Leone;
(b) is a member of the Recognised Party;

(¢) has attained the age of forty-five years; and
(d) is otherwise qualified to be elected as a Member of
Parliament.

6, At every Presidential Election there shall be only one Sole Presi-
ydidate who shall be the person clected in relation to that election dential
be Leader of the Recognised Party by the Members of the National Candidate

legates Conference of that Party, in this Act referred to as “‘the

agidential Candidate”.

7. (1) The Chief Justice shall be the Returning Officer for presidenti;
Returning

. election of a President.
Officer.
(2) The Returning Officer shall have the functions con- oo
red or imposed on him by this Act subject to the provisions of the
nstitution.
8. All persons registered in Sierra Leone as voters for the Persons
'poses of election to Parliament shall be entitled to vote in a entitled tc
vote at a

ssidential Election, .
Presidenti
HBlection.
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PART
nin
g Officer shall by Proclamation published in

The Retur
he office of

Jamf- =
¢ the Gazelte, declare the occurrence of any vacancy i
ncy 1n 1

n decla- .
g vacaney: president—
(@) Elmtélﬁ ;?Efi :ft;;airi:ancy occurring by the cffluxion of
i rst two months of the last four

e term of the President in respect of the

f office the vacancy oCeurs; or

months
f whose term ©

expiry ©
() in the case of any other va
the vacancy has occurred.

10, The Returning Officer shall, up
i f President under &

cancy, within ien days after

on the declaration of a

ection 9 of this Act, hy
on which

wrning
cer 1O yacancy 11 the office ©
~int date. Order publlshed :n the Gazells, appoint the day or days
shall be held to clect a persen to £ili the vacancy in the

Jection. an election
office of president.
of a Leader of the

i 12. ) within thre€ days after the election
m of Recognis party bY the National Delegalcs Conference of that
r the purposcs of his being the solC Candidate 10 @ Presi-
. 23 of the Constitution the Chairman
otify the Returning

tof party {0

jonof dential Election und%' siectmn 2o et
id Tational L€ egd onference 14 n

oft s e tfle jon ctating the full name address
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3., (1) The Presidential Candidate shall not be entitled to Presidential
sart in an election to the office of President unless he has paid ?:;‘i{f;‘%i;;“
» Returning Officer an election fee of Lel0,000.00 whicheshall .o

e refundable, :

(2) The Returning Officer shall causc' an official receipt to
ued in respect of any election fee paid under, subsection (1) of
ection.

(3) The election fee shall be deemed to be duly paid under
sction if the Presidential Candidate deposits with the Returning
T a written receipt issued by or on behalf of the Accountant-
ral for the amount mentioned in subsection (1) of this scction
«ed from or on account of the Candidate in respect of thai sum.

(4) The election fee prescribed by this section shall be paid
before such date as may be fixed by the Electoral Commission
itice published in the Gazette.

4. Upon the expiration of the time prescribed under sgecticn Publication
‘this Act for the delivery by the Presidential Candidate to the of nomina-
-ning Officer of his nomination papers, the Returning Officer B
cause to be published in the Gazette and in such other manncr

- may think fit, the full name, address and occupation of the

lential Candidate who has been nominated and aiso the full

5 agdresses and occupations of the persons by whom he was

aated.

15. (1) The poll at every Presidential Elcction shall ¢ By pannerof
\{ baliot. {he poll, ets

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act and of the Censti-
n, the voting at every Presidential Election shall be wunder the
ral supervision of the Electoral Commission.

16, (1) Where a day or days have beer appointed under Appoint-
on 10 of this Act for the holding of a Presidential Election, the ment of

toral Commission shall, by notice published in the Gazetre, SOUNUNE
sint fit and proper persons to be known as *“Counting Officers” g,f“c"'“ >
» of whom is a Candidate for the election, who shall perform e
functions imposed or conferred on Returning Officeis by the ete.

toral Provisions Act, 1962 (Act No. 14 of 19562).

(2) Each Counting Officer may also appoint £ and proper
jons to be known as ““Assistant Counting Officers” to perform
functions of Assistant Returning Officers uncer the said Act.
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(3) The said Act shall, in relati :

= 3 iont > .
have effect as if any reference therein to ‘?;ﬂgrf;;geng?écﬂffmn
Aff' IStanLREt.“mmg Officer”” were references 1o a “%,‘cr tier S
cer”’ and ‘‘Assistant Counting Officer” respectively o by

17. The poll in 2 Presidential Elect
! ; _ ial Election shal ig
o’clock 1n the morning to seven o’clock in the aftefnlﬂéjlf aigm:;::gﬁ

shall be accepted outside these hours.
18. (1) After the expiration of the time fi '
xed for polling
votes shall be counted and the Electoral Commission shtlaji:lF hﬂ?écﬁ
as possible after the yotes have been counted, certify to the Return-

ing Officer the result of the counting stating the number of valid
votes cast in favour of the Presidential Candidate and the number of

valid votes cast against him.
_ (2) As soon as possible after receipt of the result of the
counting of dential Election under subsection (1) of

' : votes at a Presi
this section the Returning Officer shall, either—
:dential Candidate to be elected

as President _if the Presidential Candidate has
ity of the valid votes cast 1o the

election, OT

(b) declare that the Pr
been SO elected if he

majority.
1. after declaring the result of a

19. The Returning Officer shall,
this Act—

Presidéhtial Election under section 18 of this
d, issue 10 the

(@) where 2 president has been elected, .~
M successful candidate a certificate of election in the
‘fed in the Second Schedule to this Act;

form Speci
and 4 5 1
) in any case as soon as possible, cause e results
& of thg election to b€ publishﬂd in the Gazetle an
in such other manner as he may. th nk fit, stating
the number of valid vntes& c:;;st in favour of the
esidential Candidate at ‘the nu :
T st the P esidential Candidate at

voties cast again '
the Prasidf:nual Election.

esidential Candidate has not
has not obtained the gal

) e s TITh arf—
SR . [ T s )



(c) the Presidential Candidate is not elected Pres
or -
(@ the person elected President dies before he assumecs

the office of President.
bers of the National Delegates Conference of the
Leader of that

shall elect another person to be the :
rson shall be the next Presidential Candidate and

Act relating to nomination and election shall

the mem
nised Party
and such pe
ovisions of this

(2) Where the election of a pers is s
‘on 24 of the Constitution and

s Returning Officer
a 21 of this Act then—

(a) where the
qualified to stand for elect1o
President under t isi
23 of the Constitution and sections 5 and 6 of this
Act, another Presidential Election at which the said
Presidential Cazdidate shall be the sole candidate
shall be held on such day not later than twenty-one

the election was set

days after the day on which
aside as the Returning Officer may appoint by

Order published in the Gazette; and

(b) where he is not so qualified, the members of the
National Delegates Conference of the Recognised
Party shall elect another person to be the Leader
of the Party and such person shall be the next
Presidential Candidate and the provisions of this
Act relating to nomination and election shall

apply.
PART III—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
1. (1) Any question which may arise as to whether—
(a) any provision of the Constitution or this Act or tion ef
uestions

any other law relating to election of a Presid :
under section 23 ef the Constitution o e

complied with, or clection, ¢
(b) any person has been validly elected i |
: under section 24 of the %cnstitutina:: oy
i ¢ rahfitrcd to a_nd dqte:mint:d. ty tke Reterning Cﬂ"c&r wh
on shall be conclusive and shall not be inquired into in ;s:

L
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Officer w'::tﬂin Egvzﬁcgaquestmn shall be referred to the Return:

declared by the Ret ys after the result of the election h urning
eturning Officer under section 18 of this Aacst heen

person fﬁg?ﬁﬁﬁ?&Sgggst?gil;efjﬁngﬂ?lubgﬂ in writing signed by the
. a person 10 18 £
d shall state clearly the grounds and thli'. fﬂctsxﬁ;jo:f \:ﬂﬁﬁc;ﬁ:

ection under this
such time as the
ts, chargcs and
5 summonc

_ ing the written obj
1, at the timC he presents it or withinj
Officer may order, give security for cos

ble by him L0 any witne

hich may be payé
respondent.

section sha
Returning

expenses W
on his behalf or to any
f such amount not exceeding

he Relurniis

manner as

1e5,000.00
Officer may order.
(6) Wher€ {he pcreon presenting the written objection
ly with an order given ander subsection (5) of this
{1 be heard 08 the objection:

fails to comp _
section 0O praceedmgs sha
(7) The Returning Ofiicer shall, in
pﬂditinusiy as pos

under this cection act as X
i £ this sections the Returning
02 him under {113

(8) subject L0 sub . : :
; . coming L€ re L
oy question ard to 2ll the circumstances
er and 11 the

determining # question

sible.

i
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K (3) Without prejudice to the gencraliy fféﬁl:{]:::*-'i*i
.3 1ectoral C iseion shall make st V1,
i ion, the Electoral Commission Shalt MATE 255 ey
this et Sary for enabling the casing of votes by Clee €L
sh to vote for or against a Presidential Candidatc n & s
sction.
(4) The provisions of t
ot No. 14 of 1962) applied by subsccl
> following—

i .
he Electoral Provisions ’&i':ff‘ i :
ion (1) of this scetion,

s (2), (3) and (f}

ctions 2 and 7, subscctions ARG X
zgctimn 10, section 11, subsecuen (Il of %m!in
subsection (2) of section 22 GT_]‘:EE‘J{HIHIl‘-ii.-?:-';-'
graphs (e) and (f) thereof, sceticn 22, :j;;{
(1), (3) and (4) ot scction 24, sections 23, 20, £
28,29, 31 and 32, subscclicns (}} ard (2) cfsc;,txu
33, sections 34, 35, 36, 37, 28, 39, 40 I’.I"-.Ll 4
sections 45, 47 and 48, subsection (1) cf scetion 4
section 50. section G8, secticns 70, 71 and 72, su
section (1) of section 73 cther than paregraw
(¢) and (h) thezeof, subsecticns (=) and (3)
section 73, sections 74 to 83 and Forms D and
in the First Sckedule.

(5) In their application to a Presidential Election 1l

lowing provisions of the said Act shall have eficct with the amen
nts specified in this subsection in relation to them—
(¢) in section 39, for the words “‘on an election pet
tion” there chall be substituted the words “‘on
writien objection to the Returning Officer unde
section 24 of the Constitution and section 21 of th
Presidential Elections Act, 1985 (Act No. 1 ¢
1985)”’, and

(b) subsection (2) of section 68 shall be deemed {
read as fellows :—

“(2) No prosecution shall be initiated for ar
offence qreatcd by this Part of this Act unless ti
offence is committed during the period betwee
the day fixed under subsection (2) of section 12 ¢
the Presidential Elections Act, 1985 (Act No. 1 ¢
1985) for the delivery of nomination papers for th
elcc'tmn and the time of the day when the resulf ¢
m clection is declared under section 18 of tha
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oral 23, The Electoral Commission may make regulations ot
ission  being inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, for giving full

ﬁfm. effect to the provisions of this Act,
Cand 24. The following enactments shall cease to have effect—

(a) the Election of President of Sicrra Leone Act, 1976
(Act No. 2 of 1976):

(b) the Proclamation for the declaration of a vacancy
in the office of President dated 22nd March, 1976
and published as Public Notice No. 7 of 1976;

(c) the Election of President (Date of Deposit of Pre-
ferences) Order, 1976 (P.N. No. 8 of 1976).

FIRST SCHEDULE
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION (Section 12)

PEESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS ACT, 1985
(Act No. 1 of 1985)

NOMINATION PAPER OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE
Date of Presidential Election:

1. I, the undersigned, am the Presidential Candidate to whom this
nomination paper relates and I hereby certify that I am willing to
stand for election to the office of President of the Republic of Sierra

Leone.
2. Ialso hereby state that I am qualified and not disqualified for election

to the said Office of President of the Republic of Sierra Leone in
accordance with the provisions of sections 22 and 23 ef the Consti-

tution of Sierra Leone, 1978 (Act No. 12 of 1978).

T T e e e e S PP T
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We the undersigned, are the three nominat?s of the above
Presidential Candidate and are electors within the meaning of the
Presidential Elections Act, 1985 (Act No. 1 of 1985).

e T e
(State ward on whose Register of Electors mominator's name appears)

KICCHDREION - o oviinvinis ivsmesanensssiviibonores

R R BAE BEBERE RS AR R

Signatore

ICHBOR 0L .. veosrnovansenrsornsmnrnsnsnssanntunsrsnensassonsnsessuseosssassgusses
(State ward on whose Register of Electors nominator’s name appears)

---------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------

Signature
This nomination paper was completed and signed in our presence.

O e T e RO £ (o1 £ S R
Signature of witness (1).........ccccooevviiiiiiiiinniniiiniciimnne .,
Signature of witness e ks

Regeived by me at.................. e’clock on the........... camdinsss . da,
'f """""" pRsnee Seadsassi AR IARERRERRR AR R RS 19 ---------

te—The Presidential Candidate and his nominators must all sign in th
sence of the two witnesses who must be of full age and who must sign in th
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS ACT 1935
(Act No. 1 of 1985) :

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION OF PRESIDENT
UNDER SECTION 19

(Section 19)

e Sl L L L L L S S T T S e e
WHER (Full name of Presidential Candidate)
.......................................... gy .
s the Presidential Candidate at the Presidential Election held on the............
......................... OB DL o nnissiisisnnnannensmnessenssd Qi sareesanas

AND WEEREAS tle Electoral Ccmmission has in accordance with subsection
of Section 18 of the Fresidential Elections Act, 1985 (Act No. 1 of 1985)

L BLE 1 1L S T
(Full name of Returning Officer)

arning Officer at that election, that............c.oovvinviiiimeenie e
(State number of votes in favour of Presidential Candidate)

| votes were cast in favour of the said

................................................

..................................................... valid votes were cast against him
(State votes against)

e said election;

AND WHEREAS the 53id.....coooiivvriniinsirniiinnsin seh e

(Name of person elected)
fore received a majerity of the valid votes cast in the said election;
AND WHEREAS I have accordingly in pursuance of paragraph («) of sub-

n (2) of Section 18 of the said Act, declared thesaid..............................
.............. sessssuesnsrmsnnarransssnnsansesnsensas i@ DAVE been elected President:
low THEREFORF, in exercise of the powers conferred on the Returning
r by paragraph (a) of section 19 of the Presidential Elections Act, 1985

Vo.1 of 1985) I hereby certify that the said..............ccccoovrevernnnn..
Lt e S has been duly elected President of the
lic of Sierra Leone at the said Presidential Election.
L N
R e
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O |
" passed in Parliament this J0th day of April in the year of our Lord
4

e thousand nine hundred and eighty-five.

R. C. O. GILPIN-J ACKSON, i.».
Acting Clerk of Parliainen?.

Tars PRINTED IMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me with the
| which has passed Parliament and found by me to be a true and correctly

ited copy of the said Bill

R. C. O. GILPIN-JACKSON, 1.P.
Acting Clerk of Parlinment.

PRINTED ®Y THE GOVERNMENT
T PRINTING DEPARTMENT, StRRA Lo
GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY No. 26 or 1813 ArmiL, 1955



