Sierra Leone

The Electoral Provisions (Amendment) Act 199




13, (1) Every candidate for an _
erdinary Member of Parliament under para
~ of subsection (1) of section 43 of the Co
of Sierra L=ons, 1978 shall, at the time !
aominatior paper is delivered at the offies of
Returning Offiecr ia accordance with Section 12,

e

or cause 1o be paid to the Returning Officer the
of ton thousand leones or a written receipt &
I by or on bekalf ef the Accountant-Genecal
: ten thousand leones received from of on accounl

of that candidale in rsapect of that sum asd the
nomization shall net bs valid watil the paymeat
has beoa mace. ol
(2) Thz payment shall b: won-refundable

the Comsolidated Fund.® * = =

and shall be pa { into the
8§, Sections 22 te 50 of the principal Act are repealed and re-
placed by the following ncw sections— 25

“Electoral 25 (1) The Electoral Commission shall make22
Co:m“;: arrangements for the holding of a contested election At
5 at the time and place notificd under Section 11,

monts fur (2) The Electoral Commissien shall—

(a) Provide one or more ponm -.
~ in cach electoral arca am
~ voters within the &l

~ pelling statioss in




ovide the Presiding OMIC
polling station with co
Register of Electors or such pa
of as contains the mames of th
tors allotted to vote at such poliing
station; ' g i

(h) cause to be published in each polling
station the photograph of every candi-
date together with the symbel which
the Electoral Commission has allotted
to each candidate for whom a yote can
be cast at such polling station;

(i) do such other acts and things as may
be necessary for conducting the elec-
tion in the manner provided in this
Act,

23." (1) Bach nominated candidate may appoint Pollin

twopersons (hereinafter referred toasspollingagents™) Agents
to attend at each polling station within the electoral

area for which he 1s 2 candidate. for the purpose of

detecting personation and making representations to
Polling Assistants under the provisions of paragraph

(e) of section 26, or 10 the Presiding Officer under

the provisions of subsection (1) of section 30; and

generally for drawing the attention of the Presidin

. Officer to irregularities in the procedure at a po

-~ station. 51 & ch e S ool '
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. (2) Tho Prosiding Offic
placed at wach polling station a b
shall be deposited the votes of the e
(1) Immediately before the comm
of voting the Polling Officer at cach polli
Jiall show the ballot box empty to such pers
may be lawfully present so that they may see that
empty and skall in such person’s presence clo

place distinctive seals upon the ballot box in
manner as to prevent the ballet box bzing opened
without breaking the seale and shall keep it 50 closed
and sealed until the voting is completed and coun

commenced, =
(4) The Presidisg Officer shall place the ballo
lyox which he shall haye caused to be rcpared‘-t_'i"_
(g soction, 1 the p()“i”g Stﬂli()ﬂ in U" Vicw Of%
prosiding Ofcer, the Polling Assistants, the'__Pb}
Apents, a8 the case may be, and sach other pers ns
authorised to be present . ithe Polling Statis
l.flffiujrb:_uii!' (he \G,'!iﬂg time ljrcﬁcribc{l. : :
Hours of 24 The Hours of voting shall b2 from seve
yeding, Selock in the morning to six o'clockin the afternoo

and no ballet paper may be plﬂmd in any-._lgﬁg 0

outside these hours nl'vnting, kv
6. The yoting at an clection shall b

i the follswing meanmer—— ;i

(4) des

 Manmmer of
 vehay

Every clector




elegtor tosubm
Br_lvm by u pe
Presiding Ofticer for the p
ensuring | lot pa
to the election {3 already in 'l
sion, and if the clector in su
does not submit to a search he
not be entitled to receive a bal
paper or to vote; and rovided tha
no female elector shall be searched

gxcept by a female,

() Immediately before the Poliing Assist=
ant delivers a b;allut 'P”F’cr to aﬂ.l
BleciOf == &
(1) he shall call out the clector’s serial

ward number and his name ﬁﬂd e
addross as stated in the chiater o

of Eleclors;

G

(i) he shall examine the eleot
left hand for traces of the |
(if any) referred 10 in paragee
(e), and if he is sat_iﬁﬁlfsithnt

are such traces he shall

o

oI



~ agent, shall put to any pe
ing for a baliot paper

“at the time of his application
afterwards, the following ques
er any of them—

i

%

() “Are you the person whose
is on the Register of Electo:
(reading the emtiy in the
ter)?” S

(if) “Have you alrezdy voted af
present clection at this or
other pollizg station?” = =

(d) No person who is required b
Polling Assistant to answ .
questions, or cither of them
provided with a ballot pa
allowed to vote until he has .
the same to the satisfactio

- Presiding Officer. £

o (e) A__n=__:.-_e_lec;tor, if the B
~sion so direct

B




@ An

bt e
with a ballot paper in s manacr
that it cannot conveniently be used
as a valid ballot paper may, on deliv-
ering such ballot paper, and any other
ballot paper issued to him beari?a
the same serial number to the Presi

ing Officer and after satisfying the
Presiding Officer that the ballot paper
has been spoiled by accident, obtain
another ballot paper or other ballot
papers in the place of the ballot paper
or ballot papers so delivered up, and
the spoiled ballot paper or Wballot
papers and any other ballet paper
bearing the same mumber shall be
immediately cancelled by the Pre-
siding Officer writing the word “CAN-
CELLED” across the face of the
same, and the Presiding Officer shall
preserve all such cancelled ballot
papers and shall deliver them to the
Returning Officer as hereinafter men-
tioned. |

(k) (i) An elector shall not place on the
ballot paper any writing or mark

used by merely han
‘paper shall not be
rk of Identificatio



wvey paitions o1 aiyivery elector pros nt in & poiill

i o e RS aith . any: directions of the Presiding
i %é%ﬁ%fjﬂgummg the casting of votet SICIRHOR
rally shall conduct himself in an orderly manner.
Rila s 30, (1) If at the time a person applics for aballot
e T ‘ asor _gr),after he has so applied and before he has

g 1o station, a polling agent declares to
{:g tlgzggilgg%ﬁcer that he has reasonable cause to -
‘believe that the applicant has committed the offence
of personation and vadertakes to substantiate the
charge in a court of law of, if the Presiding Officer
pimself has reasonable cause {0 believe that an
applicant for a ballot paper has committed the offence
of personation, the Presiding Officer may order a
constable to arrest such person and the order of the

* Presiding Officer shall be sufficient authority for the

constable to do so.
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(2) A person in respect of whom a polling
agent makes a declaration 1n accordance with sub-
section (1) of this section or whom the Presiding
Officer has reasonable cause to believe has committed
the offence of personation shall not, by reason thereof,
be prevented from voting, but the Presiding Officer
shall cause the words “Protested against for perso-
nation” to be placed against his name in the mar-
l:::df copy of the Register of Electors or part the-
reof :

Provided that where a person ia respect of
whom such declaration is made admits to the Presid-
ing Officer ithat he is not the person he held himself
out to be, he shall not be permitted to vote if he has

“not already done so, and 1? he has already voted, the
Presiding Officer shall make a note of the number of
the ballot paper delivered to him, and upon the
count being taken, suck ballot paper ehall be iavalid.




Wi vas 7 paragraphs (j) and of section 2

Bl ruo? (©) the unused and spoilt ballot papey

placed together;

(d) the tendered ballot papers in separa
packets relating to each candit:lam

e;
(€) the marked copies of the Register of
Electors or the part thereof : > ef :

and shall deliver the packets to the Returning Oficer,

Form D (2) The packets shall b accompanicd by
{::rj:f Sche- statement to be called the Ballot Papers Aocofm‘

which shall be in the Form D prescribed in ths Fir:’t
Schedule, prepared by the Presiding Officer showing
the number of ballot papers entrusted to him '

accounting for them under the following heads—

(2) number of spoilt ballot Papers; and
(b) number of unused ballot papers; and

(¢) number of persons markad on the
Register of Electors as having baem
issued with a ballot paper.

Counting 34. (1) Each candidate shall apooint one person,
( ppo pe

hereinafter referred to as a counting agent, for each
polling station to attend at the counting of votes. '

e (2) Notice in writing of the appointment,

¥ stating the name and address of the counting agent,
shall bz given by the candidate to ths Returning

Officer not later than three da ‘before the last da




the counterfoils of used ballot papers, but shall
proceed, in the presence of the counting agents, to
verify the ballot paper account given by each Pre-
siding Officer by comparing it with the number of
ballot papers counted or rejected in accordance with
section 35 and the unused and spoilt papers in his
possession, and shall reseal each packet after exa-
mination. The Returning Officer shall prepare a
statement as to the resuit of the verification and
showing the number of ballot papers rejected, which
gshall be in the Form E prescribed in the First Schedule
and shall, on request by any counting agent, allow goﬁfﬁﬁl"m
him to copy the statement. The Returning Officer >*¢CHe:
shall receive results of counted ballot papers from
the Counting Officer from cach polling station.

43 When the result of the election has been Declaration
ascertained, the Returning Officer shall— of results.

(a) forthwith deelare to be eclected the
candidate or candidates, as the case
may be, for whom the majority of
votes has been cast;

(b) forthwith publish at the place of
counting, the number of votes cast in
favour of each candidate and the
name or names of the candidates
whom he has declared to be elected;

~(¢) send notification of election in wntm‘ i)
_ to the successful candidate or candi-




Publication
of results.

Poweraf
Polling
Asslstamts.

ISl s
of the election;

(i) in the case of an election to
Local Authority, inform
Minister and the Electoral Com.
mission in writing of the result
the election.

44. (1) The Electoral Commission, on receipt of
the results of an election in accordance with section
43 shall forthwith cause to be published in the

Gazette the result of the election, together with the

aumber of votes recorded for each candidate.

(2) The Secretary of the Electoral Commis-
sion shall retain in safe custody the voting papers and
other documents transmitted to him under seal by
the Returning Officer for a period of six months on
the expiration of which period he shall destroy such
of them as are not required for the investigation or
trial of any election petition or offence.

45. A Polling Assistant may be authorised b
the Presiding Officer to do any act which the Presid-
ing Officer is required or authorised to do at a polling
station by this Act, except that he may not order the
arrest or search of any person, or the exclusion or
removal of any person from the polling station.

~ 46. A candidate may do any act or thing whieh
his'agent would have been authorised or required to
do, and may assist his agent in the doing of any such
act or thing. S

L hi
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Secrecy of
voting.

\ Repea and
6. Subsection (3) of Section 52 of the principal Act is repealed rh .
and rephccd by the following new subsection— {eD actmeaty

* Officers, Presrdmg G)mc' s and olli
~shall receive such reasonable remunera

tion, be uqvmd to state for whom he voted.”

~ “(3) Before so issuing a baliot paper the Pollmo Assistant Act No. 14
. shall place a mark against the number of the Elector in the of 1962.
 Gazette List to denotc that a batlot paper hasbeen delivered
him, buii;L }vlvnthout showmg the nnmber of tbe ballot‘ ;
T Wiie .

services as the Minister shall authorise, on the Teco:
mendation of the Flectoral Commission.

49. (1) All cxpenses properly incurred by th
Returning Officer in the conduct of the election, the
rc'nunera*aon of the officers specified in section 48
and, except where the proceedings result from the act
or omission of the Retwnwg Officer done otherwise
than in the bona fide performance of his duty under
this Act, any expenses incurred by a Returning Offi-
cer in any legal proce: cdings arising in comnection
with an cle sction held under the provisions ef this

Actshall be a charge upon the Consolidated Revenue
Fund.

ech

(2) Upon the determinatien of any legal pro-

cedings arising in connecticn with an election under
the provisions s of this Act, the High Court s oua“. i a
Returning Ofiner is a narty th t‘rcto, cortify whether

J

or not such pr r‘cc(ii,.bs result frem an act or orms—
sion of the Rc‘z urning Gfiicer dore otherwise than in
the boxa fde par formance of his duty under this Act.

50. No person w no kas voted at an election
shall, in any legal proce ccn-f-s arising out of the elec-

of Section
52 (3) of




bacome payable

- on his behalf or

jaitt '(?"Thc security shall be of such an
exeecding one hundred thousand leones)

be given in such a manner as the court may order: it

by him to any W
to any respondent.

. (3) No proceedings shall be heard-om_thefﬁét'i_f_.
tion if’ the petitioner fails to give the security for costs
prescribed by subsection (2) of this section.” A

| ‘aa! an |

Act is hereby repealed o

" jeplacomont 8, Section 61 of the principal
o s?ctiou rlaced by the following new section—
AT D 2 Act . 408
. No,l4of  »Trial of 61.:" (b)) Every clection petition shall be tried by
19938, ( lection a Judge of the Righ Court in open Court.
' | etition, : ;
(2) During such trial the Court may order—

(«) the inspection and production of any
sejected ballot papers; or

(b) the inspection of any counted ballot

papers:

Provided that i
are shall be taken that the way in

effact the order, €

which the vote of any p
«losed until it has been proved

given shall not be di

that his vote was give ;
clared by the Court t0 be invalid.

shall determine wh
election is complaine
determination as provi

s
-

. 57 where the question

~ election to a Local /
its dete
Cominissioa.”

(3) At the conclust _ _
cther the person whose return or

1 of was duly returned or clected,

or whether the election was void, an
ded in subsection (2) of sectio

B to Parliament, or, where such questio
to : uthority, the Court shal
rminatisn to the Minister and the El

\ making and carrying into
articular elector has been

1 and the vete has been de-

on of the trial, the Court

d shall certify such

decided concerns an electio



vered, any nomination pape
the same to be Forged: htt

(c) forges or ceunterfeits or fraudulchtly-
defaces or f reudelently destroys any
ballot paper or any official mark on.

-

any ballot paper; or

(d) without due authority, supplies any
ballot paper to any person; or o

(¢) fraudulently puts into any kallot bet
any paper other than a ballot paper
wiich he is autherissd by law to put
in; or Sl

(/) witheut the authority of the Presiding

~ Officer brings into or takes out of any
polling station, place of voting or
place of election, any ballot Daper.

(g) without due autherity _ch’t"r;-
takes, opens, or otherwise iate
with any ballot box or pack
ballot papers then in use for th

~_posges of the election; or

otes for more




W (11

82, Bvory pervon who=
(4 votes or Induces or procurcs o
vote at any clection under this Act
that he or such other ﬁ@ﬂ(ﬁm i pro
this Act or by any other luw from
such election ] or e
(by b:fore or during an eleetion under this
knowingly publishes false statement
withdeawal of u condidate at such ¢
for the purpose of promoting or procuris
_ the election of another candidate;
shiahl by guilty of an illcgal practice nnd shall be liable on summa
convietion to i fine not exceeding fifty thousand leones and be

capable during n pei ind of five yeurs from the date of his conyicti
if b:?riﬁg Fefrinli sed as an elector or voling at any t:lcclican.""_
i1, Bection 83 of the principal Act is repealed and -raphoeds,."

lhﬁ ﬁ-J“t.leng fiew section

tiise oA 43, Eve ‘F5

(a) (1) swears or administers any
otherwise than for the purpo

any legal procecdings, wheth

fniot such ua'eh is rcc(}‘m"

(ul by the customary law




by the su
" ths word "tok
b e lates toallot L 5
14, Forms D and E of the First Schedule to
principal Act are hereby repealed and replaced by
following new Forms— e R

(Sectiors 33 (2) and 55 (2))
e O FLRCTLGNE

ELECTORAL PRO VISIONS ACF, 1962
BALLOT PAPERS ACCOUNT

AR L R

(i) (i (ii )
§erial numbers pro- Gerial num- | Serial num- Number of p&l‘séﬂsi
vided (to be COMP~ bers unused | DS spoilt marked on Réciiﬁéf- _
leted by the Returning of Llectors or Gazette
Officer) L.ist as belig eued
e with Ballot Papers

MY R

o the Returning Officer:

m:w:
‘."l-lllloilltr

ke e 0

PRER T Bt B o e R K WAl BLL R BT
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P y ey 2



of ballot papers oast for

0, '_bf ballat papers east for

[ BN B N B B B B R B |

P R IR R R R R T

~ No, of ballot pupers spoilt

~ No, of ballet papers unused
Mo, of ballot papers rejected, under eategorics
and (¢) below:

Total

REJECTED BALLOT PAPERS
(a) (b)

':i:i . l;_f!E! LR )




No. 9 ﬁ;ngrm ;{rm;eméﬁr.‘ahd.parefapnwm. b
inserting immediately before the definition of
wy ptisanal fisheries” the followirg new definition—
«qoent”’ means any person or unit appm:;.-ted l::_v the

" Dircctor of Fisheries to excecule certain

functions under lhts:Act.;
() by repealing the definitions of “quthorised offi-
cers”, “fisherics waters”, and “licensivg cfficer”
and r’eplacing them by the following £ew defini-

tions— e :
«wguthoriszd officer” means _any /public official
within the Ministry, Ministry of Defence, or
any agent appointed as such under section

355 /
«fisherics waters” means the maritime area within
200 nautical miles from the baselines from
which the breadth of the territorial sea is
measured, and any other waters over which

fisheries jurisdiction may be claimed from
time to time;

«¥ jcensing officer” means the Director, any other

officer, or des gnated agent, authorised

ander section 8§ to 1ssue and take other

actions with regard to licences under this
Act.
Repeal and 2. Section 7 of the principal Act is repealed and replaced by

ffpéiccfgj‘;“‘ the following ncw scction—
o el - - - - . -
of Act No. 4 “Delcgation 7. The Director may delegate in wriling, the
of 1938. H{ﬁfgr . exercise of any or all powers and functicns con-
ferred upon him by this Act, except as may be
specifically prohibited therein, to his deputy or
such other officers or agent as he may think fit:
Providad that the power of the Director to issue
liceaces undar section 25 of this Act shall not be

delegated to any other person or authority.”

(a) by

Repeal and iAol s < T :
R oment 3, 1Su‘t)sec:tron (3) of section 25 of the principal Act is repealed
of section and rep.aced by the foﬂowmg 1ew subseclion—
25 (3) OFAC‘ i€ 1na F Y aslel gy r' P b -
6. 4 of (3) ﬁg}:?’?c?’} 2y [_}fif'::.)-{:d authorising a forcign fishing
1988. d t>~ 1_0 11513 ‘:‘-'!h_}m the fisherics waters without a
0§ ats 4laa anvinlirn
etermination in the applicable fishery management

and development plan prepared und i

jinde ft“:, :ﬂ:,‘ig{; lan prepared uz*elc):r section 11 that
e fishery resources are available for harvesti

by foreign fishing vessels.” : e

s e p——







