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THE CUSTOMS TARIFF ACT,1978

(No.l6 � 1978)

THE CUSTOMS TARIFF REGULATIONS, 1982
Short titte.

In exercise of the powers conferred upon him by section 31
of the Customs Tarift Act, 1978 the Minister of Finance acting

in Agreement with the Member States to the Mano River Union,

hereby makes the following Regulations:
PART I PRELIMINARY

1. (1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise nterpreia

requires-
tion.

"Member Country" means a Member State of the

Mano River Union;

"MemberState" means a State which is a signatory

tothe Mano River Union Declaration signed on
the 3rd day of October, 1973, and described in

the definition assigned to it in the Customs Tariff

Act, 1978;

6Third Country" means any country other than a
member State of the Mano River Union.

(2) These Regulations shallapply to the Member States Application,
ut the Mano River Union and Third countries.

INVOICES

2. Alljinvoicesof merchandise to be imported into a Member Form of

Country shall be in the English Language and shal! set out the Invoicesand
following particulars

required on
imported

(a) the port of entry to which the merchandise is destined; goods.

(b) a detailed description of the merchandise including
the marks and numbers of the packages in which the
merchandise is packed;



Production

of originai

Invoice.

(c) the quantitics containcd in cach package in the weightsand measurcs of thc country or place from which themerchandiso is shipped or in metric;

()the purchasc price of cach item of merchandise
imported in the curreney of the country of purshaseLeones and cents;

(e) the amounts, separately itemised by name, for cartage,inland carriage, freight, insurance, cost of containersand packing, and such other charges as may be deemed
nccessary to include in order to reflect the actual de
livery costs of the merchandise to the port of entry
designated in the invoices;

()the amount of any discount allowed to the purchaserof the merchandise and of commissions paid or received
thereon;

(�) if the merchandise is shipped otherwise than in pur
suance of a purchase or an agreement to purchase, the
value of cach item in the currency in which the tran
saction is usually made, or, in the absence of such value,
the price in such currency as the manufacturer, seller,
shipper or owner would have received or was willing
to receive for such merchandise if sold in the ordinary
course of trade.

3. The Customs Authority may require an importer to pro
duce the original invoice relating to imported goods for inspection
in any instance where such invoice is not presented by the importer
for the purpose of Customs entry.

Certificate in

Invoice.

PART II

RELIEF FROM DUTY OF GOODS ORIGINATING INA MEMBER COUNTRY

4. (1) Goods originating in a Member Country of the
kind enumerated at paragraphs (a) to (k) of section 5 of Cus
toms Tariff Act which are imported into one Member Country
from the other änd are consigned direct to that Member Country
shall be certified by the exporter in the invoice which shall be
submitted by the importer with his claim for duty free entry.

(2) For goods of the kind enumerated in paragraph (k)
of section 5 of the Customs Tariff Act evidence shal! be submitted
identifying thegoods as belonging toa class originating in any of
the other Member Countries.



S. lfthe Customs Authority is doubtful as to whether any Power togoods in respect of which admnission is claimed without paymet ddition�f duty under section 4 of the Customs Tarif Act he may qureevidence ofrdocumentary or other evidence to be produced or take anýother origin.action he considers necessary in order to substantiate the correctness of the claim.

6. Goods originating in a Member Country in respect of Goods ofwhich admission without payment of duty is claimed shall be g orpacked separately from other goods and shall not be entered on state to beentries along with goods which are not so claimed. packed and
entered

separately,7. Goods in respect of which admission without payment Goods
of duty is claimed as originating in a Member Country shall not importedbe granted such admission if they are imported from a third from a third
country: provided that, if the Customs Authority is satisfied that ythe goods were over-carried in error and returned to the port0!place of intended destination they may be so admitted.

8. Containers and packings of a kind which are chargeable conditions

with duty separately from the goods they contain shall qual:fyforduty-free
for duty free entry only if they meet the conditions of these.

containers.

regulations.

PART III

VALUATION OF IMPORTEDGOODS

9. The price paid or payable may be accepted as the value price may be
accepted as

for Customs purposes if value.

(a) the contract of sale is executed within the period spe
cified in regulation 10;

(b) the price corresponds, at the time it is agreed upon,
to prices on a sale in the open market between a
buyer and a seller independent of each other; and

(c) the price is adjusted, if necessary, to take account of

circumstances of the sale which differ from these on

which the normal price is based.

10. (1)For purposes of regulation 9,the price paid or pay- Time imit
able may be accepted if the date of the contract precedes the for contract

material´ time for valuation specified in paragraph (f) of Section price.

12 oftheCustoms Tariff Act, 1978 by not more than six months. Act No.16

(2) Where goods are usually sold with a delivery period

of 1978.

of between six months and twelve months, the sixmonths' period

of grace referred to in paragraph (1) may be extended to twelve

months.



(3) Where goods are usually sold with a delivery period
ot more than twelve months, the period of gracc may be corres

pondingly increased, but shall not, however, exceed twenty-four

months.

(4)The goods for which the periods of grace referred to

in paragraphs (2)and(3) can be allowed and the length of the

period of grace admissible under paragraph (3) shall be determined

by the Customs Authority.

(5)Where goods are manufactured to order., the price

paid or payab�e may be accepted for the purpose of regulation 9
when delivery has been made within the agreed period.

(6) Ifit is proved that reasons of face majoure' or excep

ticnal circumstances have caused the delivery period to exced the

period of grace admissible under paragraphs (1) to (5) the latter

period may be correspondingly extended.

(7) The application cf the periods of grace referred to in

paragraphs (1) to (5)may be suspended by theCustoms Authority

during any period of abnomal price fluctuations.

Importer to 11. The importer of any goods or other person concerned at
supply all any time with such goods shallsupply allinformation and also pro
rf rmation. duce all documents to the Customs Authority ashe, in his opinion,

may require for the valuation ef the goods.

Declaration 12. Where any goods, for which a rate of duty is specified
of value. ir. the Customs Tariff by reference to their value are imported, the

person making entry shall at the time of making entry or within
such period thereafter as the Customs Authority may in special
circumstances allow, produce to the Customs Authority a declara
tion made by the importer in respect of the goods and duly com
pleted in the appropriate form prescribed in these regulations.

Declaration 13. Notwithstanding the provisions of regulation 12, except
not necessary there is reason to doubt the correctness of the declared value or
for goods

where there is suspicion of fraud, a declaration in the appropriateless than

prescribed form nced not be produced where the value for CustomsLe100.00.

purchases does not exceed one hundred leones.

Goods may 14. (1) Where there is reason to believe that imports by
be revalued. particular importers from particular exporters may not be the

result of open market sales as envisaged by section 12(c) of the
Customs Tariff Act the Customs Authority shall examins all re
levant facts with a view to determining the value.

(2) Delivery of the goods, on security to cover the duty
Chargeable being given, maybe allowed by the Customs Authority
pending determination of value.



)Thefom of declaration specifed in the Appendix Form ofOthisPart of thesce regulations is hereby prescribed for use by declaratioa.
importers in respect of goods liable to ad valorem rats of duty.

(2) A declaration not made in accordance w�th directions thereon shall be invalid and shall not be accepted.

16. Section 12 (e) of the Customs Tariff Act shall not be Intellectual

construed as preventing the inclusionofthevalue of anyintellec- or industrial
tual or industrial property rights in the normal price.

property

rights.

17. A trade mark shall be treatcd as a foreign trade mark Foreign
if it is the mark of trade marks.

(a) any person by whom the goods to be valued have been
grown, produced, manufactured, offered for sale or
otherwise dealt with outside the Member Country: or

(6) any person associated in business with any person
referred to in paragraph (a); or

(c)any person whose rights in the trade mark are restricted

by an agreement with any perSon referred to in

paragraph (a) or (6).

18. (1)The price for the right to use a foreign trade mark Value of
Trade Mark.

shall be included in the normal price of the goods to be valued

after importation taking into account one or more of the follow

ing
(a) simple uses, such as application of the trade mark,

breaking bulk, sorting orpacking:

(6) uses which do not contribute in any way or

contribute only slightly to the essential oharacteristics

or properties of the goods to which the trade mark
is to be applied.

(2) The value of the right to use a foreign trade mark
shall be wholly excluded from the normal price of the goods to

be valued, if the provisions of paragraph (1)do not apply,and if
(a) the goods are of a kind in general supply and are

freely available in the open market; or

(6) the right to apply the trade mark to the finished pro
duct depends on operations carried out after importa
tion and not on the use of the goods to be valued;or

(c) the imported goods are regarded by the Customs Au

thority as constituting a relatively negligible element

in the product to which the trade mark is to be applied.
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(3) Where the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) do

not apply, partofthe value of the right to use the foreign trade

mark slhall be included in the normal price of the goeds to be

valued the part of such value, attributable to further manufacture

after importation, being excluded from the normal price of the

goods to be valued.

19. Excmption from duty shall be allowed in respect of

fromduty
onthe value of the rightto use a trade mark in the following cases-Exemption

value
ofthe

trade
mark.

night
to use (a) When for goods imported under a trade marik which

is not traced as a foreign trade mark within the

meaning of regulation 17 trade mark is that of

person established in the Member Country, if

that person is the importer of the goods and the

mark has been affixed at his request;

(b) When, in the circumstances envisaged in section

12 (c) (i) and (iii) of the Customs Tariff Act and if

nO royalty has been charged for the right to use

the trade mark which is treated as a foreign trade

mark within the meaning of regulation 17 as fol

lows-
(i)) the trade mark is the mark of a sole con

essionaire established in the Member

Country as long as there is no relationship

Between the concessionaire and the cupplier

of the goods to be valued other than trade

relationship and that paragraph (c) of

regulation 17 does not apply,

(ii) the trade mark is the mark of a person esta

blished in the Member Country who is

associated in business with the supplier of

the goods tobe valued and also imports

identical goods obtained in circumstances

conforming toparagraph (a) of section 12

of the Customs Tariff Act 1978 for re-sale

under that mark;

(iii) the trade mark is the mark of a person esta

blished in the MemberCountry who is asso

ciated in business with the supplier of the

goods to be valued solely by reasen of tho

fact that a third person has a holding in the

property of both of them, provided that

such association does not influence the tran

sactions concerning the goods to be valued;



(iv) the trade mark is the mark of a person
cstablished in thc Mcmber Country

associatcd in busincss witlh thc suppiler of

the goods to be valucd solcly b rcason of

the fact that hc has grantcd a loan to the
supplicr, that he has reccived a loan from

the supplier, or that a third person has gran
ted a loan to both of them:

Provided that such association does not influence
the transactions concerning the goods.

20. Where goods are imported under a contract of lease or Value of

hireand a sale price of the goods to be valued or of competitive goodson

goods which could be used asa basis of valuation is not available,lease or nire.

the total anticipated lease or hire charges of the goods during
their normal life shall serve as a basis for valuation subject to

adjustments of time and place and allowances for charges, includ
ing import duties, incurred in the Member Country, which are

included inthe hire or leasing charges, and subject further to any
adjustments necessary to ensure that the contract conforms to
the conditions of section 12 (c) and (d) of the Customs Tariff Act
as if it were a contract of sale.

21. Where the quantity of goods which are the subject Customs to

matter of a sale as envisaged in section 12 of the Customs Tariff determine

Act is imported in split or successive consignments the Customs quantiiy.

Authority shall have discretion to determine the quantity to be
valued having regard to the circumstances under which the im
portation takes place.

PART IÝ

DRAWBACK

22. Drawback shallnot be granted unless exportation occurs Condition of

within one year after importation of the imported goods or such drawback.

longer period as the Customs Authority may in particular cases

allow.

23. Drawback shall not be paid on any goods- When draw
backnotpay

(a) where the amount of the drawback claimed in respect
able.

of the goods entered on anyone export entry or other

relevant documents is less than ten leones;

(b) where the proper oficer is not satisfied that the goods

inrespect ofwhich drawback is claimed are identical

with the particulars thereof contained in the entries,

invoices or other documents relating to such goods;



(c) where the Customs Authority considers that tne valueof the goods has on account of deterioration or anyother cause whatsoever substantially depreciated;

()where the person presenting the goods for examina
tion does not furnish the proper officer with such sam
ples as he required for purposes of test'or otherwiseor does not duly assist such officer in examining and
taking an account of such goods;

(e) unless the goods are conveyed direct and without delayfrom the place of examination on to the aircraft,shipor vehicle in which they are to be exported, or to thebonded warehouse or free zone in which they are to
be deposited:

Provided that the proper officermay in his discretion
allow goods to remain in official custody for a reasonable period
at the risk and expense of the trader before their direct conveyance.

Form of 24. All claims for drawback shall be made in the form preclaim.

scribed by the Customs Authority.
Records of

25. Any person claiming drawback shall maintain records or
acount to beStock accounts in order to enable the validity of the claim for
stock

available. drawback to be verified.

Drawback 26. If a request to that effect is made by the claimant the
may be made Customs Authority may pay drawback periodically in respect ofperiodically.

goods exported duringa specific period.

Production 27. The Customs Authority may require the person claiaing
of Landing drawback to produce satisfactory evidence of the landing outside
Certificate the Member Country or disposal of any goods exported before

certifying the debenture.

Application 28. (1) A manufacturer desiring to establish a drawback
to be filed inclaim shall file with the Customs Authority an application in du
duplicate.

plicate setting out the following information

(a) Name and address of applicant;

(b) Location of factory:

(c) Aricles produced with use of imported materials;

(d)Imported materials used in the Manufacture of articles

manufactured for export;

(e) Quantity of imported materials appearing in manufac
tured articles;

()A detailed description of manufacturing processes;

(g)A description of records to be maintained;
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()A statement to the effect that any change in a manufac

turing prOCess resulting in the use of a different quantity

of imported materials as set out in the appication will

be immediately reported to the Customs Authority;

()Date of manufacture of first articles for export;

()Records of disposal of waste.

(2)The anplication shall be referred to a Customs Officer

forthe purpose of verifying the statement contained therein. The
veritying officer shall report as towhether the processes of manu
facture and the records to be maintained as described inthe appli

cation are adequalc to enable identification of imported materials

used inthe manuiacture of articles to be exported with benefit
of drawback.

(3) If the application is approved, drawback may be
allowed on articles exported or deposited in bonded warehouse
free zones on or after the date of approval.

(4) Drawback shall not be allowed on articles imanufac

tured with the use of imported materials if such imported materials

were imported more than one year prior to manufacture, unless

an extension of time is allowed by the Customs Authority.

29. (1) The exporter shall prepare an Export Entry on the Export
prescribed Customs Form for articles exported with benefit of Entries.

drawback and shall type in the upper left-hand corner of the form

the words "Exported with Benefit of Drawback Laden Under
Customs Supervision."" The lading of the merchandise shall be
supervised by a Customs Officer who shall report the date and
time of lading and show shortages if the merchandise is in

less quantity than that described in the export entry.Upon receipt

of the report c£ lading the Collector shall transmit the entry

to the Customs Authority who, if satisfied, will pay drawback on
the basis of the rate established under the application for drawback.

(2) Export entries shall be presented to the Colletor of

Customs on the prescribed form such entries shall be examined
to determine that all regulations relating to the exportation of
merchandise have been complied with. The procedurc relating

to classification,the amount of duties and taxes due, and approval

and payment of duties and taxes shall be the same asthose pre
scribed for the processing of import entries.

PART V
TEMPORARY IMPORTATION

30. Whenever goods are admitted temporarily without pay- Temporary
ment of duty under a provision of law the following general regu- Importa tion.

lations shall apply
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(a) the importer may be required by the Customs Autho
rity to make application before hand on a form prescribed for the purpose and in as many copies as theAuthority may specify:

(b) security for payment of duty may be demanded and
in such case shall be in an amount to be decided by
the Customs Authority;

(c) unless it isotherwise provided for in any other legisla
tion relating to Customs, the time for temporary
admission of the goods without payment of duty shall
be fixed by the Customs Authority:

Provided that at the request of the importer the
Customs Authority may, in its discretion extend the
period so fixed;

(d) the importer may, with the consent of the Customs
Authority, terminate temporary admission by declaring
the goods for home use subject to payment of the
duty demanded and subject to compliance with the
conditions and fomalities imposed by the Authority.

PART VI

REVOCATION

Revocation

Volume VIII

p.2119.

31. The Customns Tarifi Rules are hereby revoked.

APPENDIX TO PART I

FORM A

Country of

Origin

Marks and
Numbers on
packages

Quantity and
Description of

goods

Selling price to Pur
chaser

at Amount



().
of i).. ...t of (i)......manufacturer/supplier of the goods specificdt in ts invoiceamounting to..

...hereby declare that I...
(iv) have the authority to mark and sign this certificate onbchalf of the said manufacturer /supplier and that I] have themeans of knowing and do hereby certify as follows

11

1. That this invoice is in all respects correct and containsa true and full statement of the price actually paid or to be paidfor the said goods, and the actual quantity thereoï.

2. That no arrangement or understanding affecting the pur
chase price of the said goods has been or will be made �r entered
into between the exporter and purchaser, or by anyone on behalr
of either of them, either by way of discount, rebate, compensation
or in any manner whatever other than as fully shown in this in
voice, or as follows (v)....

Dated at.. .this.......day of..........19......

(Signature).

(Signature �f witess )..

(i) Here insert manager, chief clerk or as the case may be.

(ii) Here insert name of firm or company.

(iii) Here insert name of city or country.

(iv) These words should be omitted when the manufac

turcr or supplier himself signs the certificate.

(v) Here insert particulars of any special agreement.

*The person making the declaration should be a principal or a mana
ger, chief clerk, secrelary, or responsible employee.

� The word "supplier" may be interpreted as including the actual

exporter or consignor of the goods in Sierra Leone.



APPENDIX TO PART III

Warning.

Tmporters are advised to read this Form and the relevant
Pubile Notice carefully before making any declaration. Any
nerson who furnishes any document or makes any statement relatng toCustomswhich is untrue in any material particular is liable
to heavy penalties.

DECLARATION REGARDING GOODS OF A VALUE EX
CEEDING ONE HÙNDRED LEONES LIABLE TO AD
VALOREM DUTY (COMPLETE EITHER CERTIFICATE A

OR B AS APPROPRIATE)

Ciicate A (to be completed by an importer who is inno way associated in

business with the supplier.)

1.

(name of Signatory)

..herebydeclare that

I am the...

(name of Signatory)

who is the importer of the goods

invoice(s) dated...

all to....

.of.

(Name� lmporter)

specified in the attached

..amounting in

2. The importer is not a broker, agent, distributor or con
cessionaire for the seller nor is he associated with him in

business. No part of the procecds of the use, disposal or sale of

the goods will accrue either directly or indirectly to the seller or
his business associates.

3. The importer has purohased the goods unconditionally

under contract(s) dated.. from..

for the total amount shown on the said invoice(s); no materials,

equipment or services in connection with producing he goods
Were provided by or on behalf of the importer, and no further

payment, direct or indirect with the exception of the charges

shown in clause 4 bclow, has been or will be made by theimpor
ter in respect of the goods.

4. In addition to the amount stated above only the charges

declared below are payable in çonnection with the production,

purchase, importation or use of the goods.



5. The importer claims the following legal deductions oriscounts from the invoice price for asscssment of ty.

13

DATED....

..Signature...
(to be completed by an importer, who is either an Agent, Certificate B.broker, distributor or concessionaire for the consignor or is associated in business with him).

1. I.

..hereby declare that I am the(Nameof Signatory)

(Status � Signatory))

..of..

(Nameo� lmporter)who is the importer of the goods specificd in the attachedinvoice(s)

2. The importer is:

*(a)an agent or broker for the consignor

* (b)a distributor or concessionaire

*(c) associated in business with the consignor by

reason of.....

3. *(a) At the time of the importation the goods have
been sold to the persons named in the said
invoice(s)at the price shown therein and these
persons are not associated in business in any
way with the importer or consignor, and no fur.
ther payment with the exception of the charges
shown in Clause 5 has been or will be madein

respect of the goods.

*(b) At the time of importation the goods have not
been sold to any person other than the in�porter
but have been imported for sale fromn stock
in this country at the prices set out in the atta
ched documents.

Delesc as appropriate.



*(c) The goods have becn purchased unconditionallyon the basis of an indepcndent importation andno further paymcnt dircct or indirect with the
Cxception of the charges shown in paragraph Shas been or wil be made. No part of the procceds of the use, disposal or sale will accrue to
the seller nor to any person associated with. him
in business.

4. No materials, equipment or services in connection with

producing the goodswere provided by or on behalf of the impor

ter or his customer, other than..

5. In addition to the amount stated above, only the charges

declared below are payable in connection with the production,

purchase, importation or use of the goods.

6. The importer claims the following legal deduction or
discounts from the invoice price for assessment of duty.

DATE:.. ..Signature....

Delete as appropriate.

MADE this 2/st day of September, 1982.

Issued under my hand,

SIAKA STEN ENS,

tor iriseroEinNCe.
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