Quawnt this 29rd day of July, 1999

ALHAJI AHMAD TEJAN K.A__BBAH,
President. -
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Being an Act to esteblish a Commission to secure and
monitor the legitimate exploitation of Sierra Leone’s gold and
diamonds, and other resources that are determined to be of strategic

importance for national security and welfare as well as to cater for
as provided for under

-war rehabilitation and reconstruction,
Article XXVIII of the Lomé Peace Agreement.
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Inberpretation. 1.

Part [— PRELIMINARY

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

«Chairman’’ means the Chairman of the Board referred to
in subsection (2) of section 3;

sCommission’’ means the Commission for the Management
of Strategic Resources, National Reconstruction and

Development established by section 2;
“Comumittee” means the Committee of Experts established

by the Commission under section 20;

“Peace Agreement’” means the Peace Agreement signed
between the Government of Sierra Leone and the
Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone at Lomé, Togo

on 7th July, 1999;
“Executive Director” means the Executive Director
appointed under section 16;

“member” means a member of the Board;

“RUF/SL” means the Revolutionary United Front of Sierra
Lore or any political party replacing the same.

Part II — ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION

2.. ‘( 1) There is hereby established a body to be known as the
Commission for the Management of Strategic Resources. National

Reconstruction and Development.

_ (2) TheCommissionshall bea body corporate with perpetual
succession and capable of acquiring, holding and dispoéing of any
property, whether movable or immovable, and, suing and being sued in
Is corporate name and, subject to this Act, of performing all such acts

as bodies corporate may by law perform.
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3. (1) The goveming body of the Commission shall be aBoard Boardof :
in which is vested, subject to this Act, the control and supervision of the Piecios

Commission.

—

(2) The Board shall consist of a Chairman, and nine other
members, all of whom shall be appointed by the President:

Provided that the office of Chairman shall be offered to the |
Leader of the RUF/SL, Corporal Foday Sankoh.

(3) The nine other members of the Board shall be the

following: —
(a) two members appointed by the President, one of

whom shall be the Executive Director referred to in_
section 16;

(b) two representatives of the political party to be formed
by the RUF/SL;

(c) three members elected by recognised civil society
representatives; and

(d) tworepresentativesof other political parties appointed
by Parliament. -

(4) The members of the Board, including the Chairman,
shall hold office until the holding of the next general elections under the
Constitution when they shall vacate office but the Chairman and the
other members shall be eligible for reappointment by the President.

(5) A member of the Board may resign his office by letter
addressed to the nominating authority and may be removed from office
_ for just cause by the President. -

~ (6) In this section “nominating authority” in relationtoa
member of the Board, means the person or group of persons responsible
for nominating or, as-the case may be, electing the member for
appointment to the Board. L
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(b) to authorize, for the purpose of the export or local
resale of gold or diamond by the Government, a
buying and selling agreement with one or more
reputable international specialized mineral

companies;

(c) toreview, through the Committee established under
~ section 20, the management of any natural resource
of Sierra Leone, other than gold and diamond, in
order to determine if its regulation is a matter of
national security and welfare and, as required by
clause 8 of Article VII of the Peace Agreement, to
recommend appropriate policy to the Government;

(d) subject to the National Commission for Relief,
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Act, 1996, to cater
for the post-war rehabilitation and development of
Sierra Leone; and :

(e) nothwithstanding anything contained in any other
law, to ensure that the interests of the owners of land
or the community in which the land which is subject
to concessions or mining leases in gold or diamond
are sufficiently protected; and

() todoall suchthingsasare necessaryfor the attainment
of the objects of this section.

Reports and 9. (1) TheCommission shall, at the end of every three months,

recordsof  prepare a report of its activities, operations, undertakings, property and
Commission. funding.

(2) The report shall be submitted to the President who shall
cause a copy to be tabled before Parliament.

(3) Inaddition to the report referred to under subsection (1),
the Commission shall prepare and issue monthly reports, including the
details of all the transactions related to gold and diamonds, and other
licences or concessions of natural resources and its own administrative

costs.
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(4) - Every monthly report under subsection (3) ghall be
pu_hiiﬁh‘-‘d s a Government Notice in the ¢ razette,

(5) All agreements and transactions of the Commission
shall, in accordance with Article VII of the Peace Agreement, be
subject to full public disclosure and recprds of all correspondence,
negotiations, business tramsactions and any other matters related to
exploitation, management, local or international marketing of any

natural resources as well as other matters relating there to shall be
public documents.

Part IV —~EXPORT AND OTHER TRANSACTION IN GOLD
AND DIAMONDS

10. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in Commission
the Mines and Minerals Act, 1994 or any other law, as from the 21st o sanction

July, 1999, every mineral right in gold and diamond shall be subject to zfl‘:?imﬁm &

the sanction of the Commission. transaction in

gold and
(2) The Commission shall also recommend to Government diamond.

the licensing of artisanal production of gold or diamond in accordance
with the prevailing laws and regulations.

(3) Every concession or mining lease relating to gold and
diamond in existence immediately before 21st July, 1999 shall be
reviewed by the Commission for the purpose of according it the
sanction of the Commission,

(4) The Commission shall declare void any concession or
mining lease in gold and diamond in existence immediately before 21st
July, 1999 if such concession or mining lease is found to have been
obtained by fraud or tainted with illegality or as being contrary to public
policy or the general public interest.

(5) The Commission shall publish in the Gazette any
concession or mining lease in gold or diamond declared void under
subsection (4) and shall inform the holder of the concession or mining il
lease accordingly and such holder shall be given the right to be heard. e
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Export of gold
and diamond

Function-of
Minister, elc.
under Act
No. 5.0f 1994
to-continue.

(6) Any persoh aggrieved by any decision in any hearing
under subsection (5) may appeal o the High Court.
(7) The Commission shall, immediately upon the

commencement of operations prescribe by statutory instrument, the
form and procedure for obtaining the sanction of the Commission

referred to in subsection (1).

11. (1) Everyexportof goldand diamond shall be trans~cted bv

the Government or its appointed agent.
(2) The Minister responsible for mines shall, if necessary,

seek the assistance and cooperation of other governments and their
instruments of law enforcement to detect and facilitate the prosecution

of cases of unauthorized export or smuggling outside Sierra Leone of
gold and diamond.

12. (1) The functions of the Minister responsible for mines
under the Mines and Minerals Act, 1994 or any other law, shall continue

but without prejudice to the authority of the Commission in carrying out
its functions in relation to the regulation of the exploitation of gold and

diamond as an autonomous body.

(2) Any person who is in possession of any concession or
mining lease in gold or diamond—
(a) immediately before the 7th July, 1999, and

(6) as from the commencement of this Act,

shall commence prodluction, in the case of paragraph (a), not later than
twelve months from the 7th July, 1999, and in the case of paragraph (b),
not later than twelve months from the date of the grant of the concession

or mining lease concerned:

Provided that, in the case of lode mining of gold and the
kimberlite mining of diamond, the time for the commencement of
production in respect of paragraphs (a) and (b), shall each be two years
from 7th July, 1999 and from the commencement of this Act,
respectively, unless, for good cause shown, the time for the




#

~ rehabilitation and reconstruction, with priority spending going to rural
. expenditures from that account shal be notified to Parliament quanerly

L "’"lj-i'i_T'able of Parliament at the end of every three months a report of al
. paymenw and cxpenduurc out of the Spccml Tmasury Accaun

The Commussion for the Management of W ” :

No. £
: Hflnuh ('e '\vriﬂf!n{ﬁ fi‘t‘ nsiruclion ﬂﬁd lk ; .
-,mmcmrmt nt o production is further extende ‘w u
e for mines, upon the recommendation of the Ceox I:“Iﬁ

W“‘““'
(1) Any concession or mining lease in mmdwm
roduction i not commenced within the periods specified in wb-
section (2) shall be cancelled
Part V — FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
13, The operations and activities of the Commission shall be Funds of
financed by a fund consisting of — Commisaon. |
(a) any moneys approprniated from time to time by .
Parliament for the purposes of the Commission;
any moneys accruing to the Commission in the
course of its operations; and
in respect of its functions in relation to the post-war

rehabilitation and reconstruction, any moneys, assets
or other resources that may be placed at the disposal

of the Commission by any person or authority as gift
or donation.
14. (1) There s hereby estavlished a Special Treasury Account Special
into which shall be paid as public monies the proceeds from the ":m‘ﬂ
transactions of Government in gold and diamonds. ey

(2) The account shall be spent exclusively on the
development of the people of Sierra Leone, with appropriations for
public education, public health, infrastructural development and
compensation for incapacitated war victims as well as post-war

(b)

(c)

(3) As public monies, appropriations from the Specml

Tmasury Account shall be administered by the Minister reswnsxble for
finance, subject to any directions that the President may give. Al

(4) The Minister responsible for finance shall lay on ;hc
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(5) In this section “incapacitated war victim”™ medns any

person sulfering from physical disablement of such a degree as o
render him unable to cater for himself without assistance.

15. (1) The Commission shall keep proper books of account
and other records in relation to the activitics of the Commission and
shall prepare in respect of each financial year of the Commiission
statement of accounts in a form designed to—

Accounts and
audit.

(a) indicate monthly expenditures;
(b) provide data for up-to-date budget control under its
management information system, if any, and

(c) ensure correct use of the funds of the Commission.

(2) The accounts of the Commission kept under subsection
(1) shall be audited by the Auditor-General or an auditor appointed by
him.

(3) The statement of accounts and the audit repost thereon
shall be submitted to the President who shall a cause a copy to be tabled

before Parliament.

Part VI—STAFF OF COMMISSION

Appointment 16. (1) The Commission shall have an Executive Director
of Executive — ann0inted by the President after consultation with the Commission and

Director and D = :
01;::;: st;f?nof upon such terms and conditions as the Commission shall determine.
Commission.
(2) Subject to this Act, the management of the operations,

undertakings and property of the Commission shall be vested in the
Executive Director.

(3) No person shall be appointed Executive Director unless
he has proven knowledge and ability in administration, management of
mines, minerals and other national resources of Sierra Leone and the
delivery of humanitarian assistance and relief, together with such other
requirements as the Commission may determine.
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17. (1) Itshall be the function of the Exécutive Director, subject Functions of
: Executive

(o any directions from the Commission— s ’

(a) to ensure the proper implementation of the
Commission’s operations within the framework of
operational plans approved by the Board.

(b) manage the assets and funds, whether capital or
otherwise, vested in the Commission; and

(c) ensure the administration and development of the
staff of the Commission, based on the terms and
conditions of employment and the personnel
guidelines prescribed by the Commission.

(2) For the efficient conduct of the day-to-day business of
the Commission including its financial transactions, the Commission
may delegate to the Executive Director such of its functions as are
necessary for the purpose, including the power to administer all matters
relating to the service and discipline of staff.

18. Public servants may be seconded or otherwise render (S,rm:l!mem
assistance to the Commission but the Commission may request the om!::,r:

withdrawal of any such seconded staff who is unable to carry out
assigned functions in a manner satisfactory to the Commission.

Part VII—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

19. The Commission shall have a common seal, the use of which Common seal.
shall be authenticated by the signature of — |
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