Sianen this 7th day of January 1997

ALHAJI AHMAD TEJAN KABBAH
K) 11 President.

No. 4 1996

Short title.

The Road Transport Authority Act, 1996

~ 'Belng an Act to provide for the establishment of an
Authority for the regulation and development uf the road

~ transport industry, including the registration and licensing of
~ vyehicles, the licensing of drivers, the prescription of routes for
~ passenger and goods traunsportation and for other matters

"'rconngcﬁted with the foregoii ~

Date of
[9th January, 1997]  Commencen

zn by the President and Members of Parliament in this

R

a;-liament assembled.
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Establishment
f Authonty.

In this AcL, unless the context otherwise requires:

means the Road Transport Authority
blished by section 2}
ard referred to in subsection

« Authority”
esta

“Board” means the Bo
(1) of section 63

irman of the Board referred

“Chairman’’ means the Cha _ .
to in subsection (2) of section 3;

or” means the Executive Director

“Executive Direct (
d under secuon | [0

appointe
“member’ means a member of the Board;

means the Minister responsible for

“Minister”
nistry” shall be construed

transport and “Mi
accordingly;

«Secretary” means the Secretary appointed under
section 14.

part 11 — ESTABLISHMENT OF AUTHORITY

2. (1) There is hereby established a body to be known as
the Road Transport Authority.

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate having
perpetual succession and capable of acquiring, holding and disposing
of any property, whether movable or immovable and of suing and
being sued in its corporate name and, subject to this Act, of
performing all such acts as bodies corporate may by law perform.

(3 Tne Authority.'shall have a common
' | common seal the
use of which shall be authenticated by the signatures of—

(a) the Chairman or other member of the

a4l Board authorised either generally or
SWCWIY by the Board in that behalf; and
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(h) the Executive Director, Secretary or some

other person nuthorised by the Board in
that behuld

£ {4} Fhe governing body of the Authority shall be a Bosd of
aurd whit boshadl, subject 1o this Act, have the control and Avthenty.

" %
i an of the Authority,

?‘.-“‘”}’ visl

(2)  The Board shall consiét of a Chairman and ten other

gembers
(%) The Chadrman shall be a person-——

(n) with a formal qualification and high
standing in any of the professions
recognised by the laws of Sierra Leone; or

(h) with a formal qualificatiop and proven
ability in business management;

byl fi0 person shall be appointed Chairman if he has any financial
interest, whether directly of indirectly, in any transport business or

undertaking

(4y 'The other members shall consist of—

(1) four persons being senior officials desig-
nated as institutional representatives
respectively by each of the following—

(1) the Ministry of Transport and
Communications;

(i) the Ministry of Finance;

(iii) the Sierra Leone Roads Authority;
and

| (iv) the Sierra Leone Police Forcg; '
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i (h) the Lxeeutive Director: and

() ve persons, (wo ol whom shall be
nominated by the Minister and the others
nominated by any associations of personsg
inor directly connected with the transport
husiness and recognised by the Minister
as such, including petty traders.

The Chatrman and the other members referred to in

4 (1) _ :
I Y | . ; ; s e . ; I
--lr:"«‘-laluh-* paragraphs (hy and (¢) ol subscction (4) of section "1 :Hhcl” be
sk ‘t[);)c;ililt‘li by (he President, acting on the advice of the Minister and

cubject to the approval of Parliament.

(1) ‘Ihe Chairman and the members uppnim‘c.d uqdcr
paragraph (¢) of subsection (4) of seetion .’»‘shall. hold })ilxcc for a
(orm not exceeding three years as may be fixed in their letters of
appointment and any such appointment may be renewed as and

when necessiary,

(1) On the death or vacation of office of the Chairman or
any member referred (o in subsection (1), whether such vacation is by
u-r'min;nmu or otherwise, the President, after ’cunsullnlion with the
Minister, may appoint in like manner another person (o serve for the
unexpired term of the Chairman or that member, as the case may be.

(4) The Chairman or any member referred to in
cubscction (1) may resign his office by written notice to the
President and may be removed from office by the President for
inability to discharge the functions of his office, whether arising
from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause, or for misconduct.
aeiuiierlion 5. The Chairman and the other members shall be paid suct
afid expenses : ! » s pail such
o membersof femuneration and allowances as Parliament may determine and
Buard, shalt be reimbursed by the Authority, with the approval of the
Mlm:su.:r rcsponsihlc for finance. forexpenses incurred in connection

with the discharge of their functions.

Proceedings
ol Board,

6. (1) The Board shall hold its first meeting on such date
and at such place as the Minister, after ¢onsultation with the Board.
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llu:l routing and monitoring of
passenger and goods tran sportation;

(b) t..n‘ undertake the development of the
manpower- needed 1o service the transport
industry, including the training and retraining

needs of transport personnel i '
S el in the
sector; i

(¢) to study and advise Government on vehicle
standardization and maintenance back-up

policy, taking into consideration the need to
conserve the environment;

(d) to promote road safety through —

(i) theestablishment and dissemination
of a code of conduct to be known as
_ the Highway Code for drivers and
other users of roads and highways;

and

(ii) the provision of rest-stops as well as
first-aid centres along provincial
routes; and

(é) to establish and maintain a data bank of
relevant information on vehicles and the
transport industry as a whole; and

() to do all such things as are necessary,
~ expedient or conducive to the attainment of
the objectives stated in subsection (1.

10. The Authority shall have power, in connection With its Fo%eE ¢ i

- il : pose fees and
functions under section 9— e enforce Toad
e (a) (0 impose and levy -fee-s,--incl_udmg-_ve_hlcle_ laws.

licensing and registration fees with the
~ approval of Parliament: .

 Provided that any vehicle ?il;i‘?’e;,“si“g'an%?gi
 levied by the Authority shall be paid into the

* paragraphs (b and (9 of subsecton (1) of 201

Stxatic)n:' fé;e;s ActNo.2 of
ad Fund under !¥%

PR TE P

3 i o BT
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' A (1) I he Authority oy B p i coe e . O A Sl
13 A il by shall hive an xecutive IYrecton wher Apponitsi it
hall be app ( e President on the advice Of (e Min it i 4 ity
Fhreoetin

o) & Theq | ; - -
{ 'Ppomument of the Executive Dircctor shall be
gpon such tenms and conditions as the Board may, with the approval of

the Minister, determine,
1) ) DT o 2 . ; X i
(. No person shall be appointed Executive Director unless

he has —
(@) formal qualification in any profession
relevant or appropriate to the operations of
the Authority; and

(b) such proven ability in public administration
and management as the Board may determine.

13. (1) ltshall be the function of the Executive Director as the Functions of
Executive

Chief Executive Officer of the Authority but subject to any directions E?
- Director.
from the Board, to —

(a) formulate and implement such operational
policies, programmes and plans relating (o
the functions of the Authority as may be
approved by the Board;

(b) determine and provide the technical needs of
the authority;

(c) initiate and maintain high-level relations wiu
local interest groups and international

institutions in the road transport industry;

(d) ensure the regular training and development
of the staff of the Authority based on such

personnel or manpower guidelines as may
be approved by the Board; and

(e) to provide overall leadership in the conduct
and management of the day-to-day business

or activities of the Authority.
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(2)  For the efficient conduct of the day-to-day business or
activities of the Authonty including its financial transactions, the
Authority may delegate to the Fxecutive Director such of its Fllﬂ(ﬁli()ﬂs
as are necessary for the purpose, including the power (0 ildl;llllliﬂltl’ all
matters relating (o the organization, control and discipline of the staff of
the Authority.

Appointment 14. (1) 'The Authority may also, subject to such terms and
of Deputy . ditions as the Board shall determine, appoint a Deputy Executive

Executive : Al ider Frran g :
Diroctor and  Director, a Secretary and such other officers and staff as it considers

other staff.  pecessary for the efficient performance of its functions under this Act.

(2) In making any appointment under subsection (1), the
Authority shall limit recruitment to positions for which there are
vacancies, each with a job description and a continuing justification and
based on a general policy —

(a) to recruit only persons with the requisite
formal qualifications, working experience,
knowledge, skills and aptitude for the vacancy
concemed;

(b) to recruit internally if qualified candidates
can be identified; and

(c) toensure non-discrimination and equality of
treatment for all applicants.

;f‘fmf,‘,""“’“l 15. (1) Public servants may be seconded or otherwise render
.. assistance to the Authority but the Authority may request the withdrawal
of any such seconded staff who is unable to carry out assigned functions

in a manner satisfactory to the Authority.

3 ' | | 1
ﬁéﬁ“lﬁd of 16. No officer or employee of the Authority or any person

H acting on the directions of an officer or employee of the Authority shall

wployees.  be liable in respect of any matter or thing done by him in good faith under
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MANAGEMENT

7. (D The basic planning framework of

o the me lum lll.'l'lll pl:m'ul' Fmtwcvn two

¥ o shall specity the objectives and the strategies 1o be adopted for

el implementation lngclhgr With a forecast of the effect on ke
Jpects of the performance of the Aulhnrily. 4
aspec

e /\ulhuruy shall Operational

and three yeary’ duration P'4ns  and
idget,

(2) Themedium-term plan shall be claborated into detailed
(,[wrsl““"“l :mlnu:nl plans supported by annual operating, cash and
apital expenditure budgets,

i

(3) Anannual plan of operation prepared and finalized by
(e Executive l)ircfcmr s!mll be submitted, not later than three months
hefore the beginning of the financial year of the Authority, for the
;,ppmval of the Board.

if. (1) 'The operations of the Authority shall be financed by a Punds of Au-
fund consisting of — thority.

(a) such portion of the vehicle licencing and
registration fees as the Authority is allowed
to retain before the payment of such fees into
the Road Fund under section 25 of the Sierra

[.eone Roads Authority Act, 1992; ?;;:No' 2 of

(b) any moneys appropriated from time to time
by Parliament for the purpose of the
Authority;

(¢) any moneys accruing to the Authority in the
course of its operations; and

(d) any loans raised by the Authority with the
approval of the Minister.

2 (2) Subject to section 21, the funds of the Authority shall

| ( onal plans and budgets,
“‘“Mﬁﬂ.‘? on the basis of the annual 0%°exp§cwd incomes.

Y however, that expenditures shall not ex

___
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Amendment 19. For the purposes of paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of
:{ ?932]?“ 2 ection 18, the Sierra Leone Roads Authority Act, 1992 is amended by

substituting for subsection (2) thereof the following new subsection —

“(2) The Authority shall use the Road Fund to
meet — % :

(a) the administrative €xpenses of the Road

Transport Authority established by the Road

| Transport Authority Act, 1996, in the

& | collection and payment of the vehicle

§ licensing and registration fees into the Road

o fundiandie ke e Gl pet

~ and emergency maintenance of 1o ds

Bormowing 20. (1) The Authority may

=

fu?hﬁg ~ carrying out its fu'nctiqns’r:underr
approval of the Minister as to th

@ Theapp
be either general or
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= ensure correct use of the funds of the
Authority,

e h:) ; i\l:t.hat,mum.x <‘)I the Authority kept under subsection
(1) .\?l.—l ..m( iec y.thc Auditor-General or by an auditor appointed
by him subject to section 80 of the Public Budgefing and Accounti
Act, 1992. ; untng

(3) : I'he statement of accounts and the audit report thereon
shall 'bc submitted to the Boad for approval and a copy shall be
-““"’“'"“F’ to the Minister as part of the annual report required to be laid
by the Minister before Parliament under subsection (3) of section 11.

s I'he financial year of the Authority shall be the same as Financial year
that of the Governmeni. of Authority.

24. . (1) There is hereby vested in the Authority such assets of Transfer or
the Ministry as the Minister may by order specify for the purposes of the AsseL:

functions of the Authority.

(2) Unless otherwise provided in the order made under
subscction (1), the Authority shall not be responsible for any liabilities
incurred by the Ministry before the commencement of this Act in
respect of any function assigned (o the Authority by this Act.
Part V. — MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
25, ‘The Minister may in writing give directions of a general Minister's
; _ / sy . ... power of
policy nature (O the Authority concerning its operation and the Authority 4. ..o
shall comply with such directions.

Transfer of

(1) Thereis hereby assigned to the Authority the following Ironfer
- the Road Traffic Act, 1964, (in this section called “the nger Act
- 62 0f

26.
diately before the coming into operation of -

functions unde
Act’) cach of which imme
this Act were assigned respectively 10 —
(a) the Principal Licensing Authority by
subsections (3) and (4) of section 3 of the Act
4 | i respect of'the general administration of
: ~ the Actand being the central registrar of all
~motor vehicles, trailers and of all licenses;
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the At

(01 the Road Transport Advisory Council, under
subsection (3) of section 20 of the Act;

(d) the Minister for making rules under section
I8; regulations under section 56 and a
Highway Code under section 59 of the Act
and for the appointment of the Principal
Certifying and Examining Officer under
section 4 of the Act,

(2) The Act shall be construed with such adaptations and
modifications as may be necessary o give effect to subseetion (1),

(1)  The Authority may, by Government Notice, appoint as
many Licensing Authorities as may be required and assign them such
functions under the Act and areas of operation as it may determine, and
uny such Licensing Authorities shall, not withstanding anything contained
in this Act be, or as the case may be, continue to be under the direction
of the Principal | vensing Authority unt | « ‘1 srwise provided by the

Minister by statutory instrument,

(4) Anyregister established for the purposes of the Actand
in existence immediately before the coming into operation of this Act,
is hereby vested i the Authority and may, accordingly, be kept and
maintained and open 10 the public subject to any dircctions of the

Authority,

(5) Notwithstanding paragraph (d) of subsection (1), any
rules under section 18, regulations under section 56 and Highway Code
under section 59 made by the Minister and in ¢Xswuct wnincdatcly
belore the coming into operation of this Act, shall zontinue to be in force
tmm revoked or replaced by the Authority. :

(6) The following provis:ons of the Act are repealed;—

Subsccuon(l )of section 3; subeection(l)ofsc;nom .
- section 8; subsection (1) of section 9, and subsections

- M4 (D and 2)ofsecion 20,
= 7 amméﬂ =
Bls, ole - R T

|
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Y by statutory instry
i i - ment
les and regulations as it may congjde, neces Makesuch  Rules ang

i Sary or - latj
.ving effect to the provisions of thig ACH eien for g PRl
g1

Passed in Parliament this 7; day of December, ip the year of our Lorq
one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-six. )

J.A. CARPENTER,
Acting Clerk of Parliament,

Tuis PRINTED IMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me with the Bill

which has passed Parliament and found by me to be a true and correctly printed
copy of the said E ™

J. A. CARPENTER,
Acting Clerk of Parliameny.
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